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PREFACE
The research undertaken in the study of how William Langer 
dreamed, planned, and organized his political base in North Dakota 
provided many hours of interesting reading. His personal files con­
tained countless letters to and from people, many of whom were known 
to the writer of this paper. To have had free access to these let­
ters and related documents, now of historical value and importance, 
is considered a privilege.
The suggestion to write about William Langer came from 
Dr. D. Jerome Tweton, my understanding committee chairman, after 
an earlier study on his political activity had been made. Dr. 
Tweton's suggested corrections, additions, or deletions were 
kindly stated, and it made me less apprehensive about following 
through on this work. I want to thank Dr. Elwyn B. Robinson and 
Dr. Russell Peterson for so generously consenting to serve on the 
committee. The cooperation of the librarians of the Chester 
Fritz Library, University of North Dakota, was frequently sought 
and willingly given. I wish to thank Mr. Daniel Rylance, Archi­
vist, Chester Fritz Library, and Mrs. Roma Allen, secretary,
Dakota Room, and other staff members, for taking time to answer 
my questions. A special thanks to my wife, Delores, for her 
patience in permitting me the time for the research hours and 
reviewing the typed pages.
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abstract
The intent of this paper is to uncover the political activity 
of William Langer from the Morton County State’s Attorney days of 
1914 to his election as governor of North Dakota in 1932.
The first bold signs of Langer’s entertaining political ambi­
tions came during his break with the original Nonpartisan League 
leaders during the time he served as North Dakota's Attorney General, 
1916-1920. The Independent Voters Association helped him to realize 
a measure of political strength when they used him as a candidate 
for governor in 1920. Even though defeated, Langer's political 
career was just beginning. He used the years from 1920 to 1928 
building up a successful law practice in Bismarck and establishing 
political contacts for the future. The big break for Langer came 
in the years immediately following the stock market failure of 1929. 
The state was ready for a change, and Langer used an old vehicle, 
the Nonpartisan League, tried in other crisis days, to carry his 
program to the people of North Dakota. William Langer overhauled 





William Langer was b o m  on September 30, 1886, three years 
before North Dakota attained statehood. The first son of homesteading 
Frank and Mary Langer recorded a place near Casselton, Cass County, 
North Dakota as his birthplace. The pioneering father provided an 
environment from the very beginning which promoted interest in the 
world of business and politics. Frank Langer, through the formula of 
good management and wise investment, multiplied his 160 homestead acre­
age into 5,000 acres. This labor brought to him the cashier's position 
with the First National Bank of Casselton. He also helped to organize 
the Cass County Fire and Lightning Insurance Company. Frank Langer 
served as secretary and treasurer of this company for a number of 
years.
During William Langer's young impressionable years, his father 
led a politically active life. As a Republican, Frank Langer won a 
seat in the 11th legislative district in Cass County to the first state 
legislature which convened on October 1, 1889, serving one term in the 
lower house.^ On the local scene he was active in many township
1Lewis F. Crawford, History of North Dakota (3 vols.; Chicago: 
The American Historical Society, Inc., 1931), II, 412.
^Ronald V. Olson, "William Langer's Rise to Political Promi­
nence in North Dakota" (unpublished Master's thesis, University of 
North Dakota, 1967), p. 5.
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offices and promoted education as a long continuing member of the 
school board. Also, the commissioners of Cass County elevated him to 
chairman of the board through his contributive activities and seniority 
as a member commissioner.
These civic activities left their mark upon the sons and daugh­
ters of Frank Langer. Adaline became the wife of Joseph Beckerjeck, a 
Seattle, Washington banker; Hattie married Dr. Charles J. McGurren, a 
physician and surgeon who practiced in Devils Lake, North Dakota; Mary 
became the wife of the president of the First National Bank of Cassel- 
ton, Morgan J. Ford; Clara remained in the Casselton area as wife of 
farmer Henry K. Woell; Frank Jr. headed several banks in the Fort 
Orchard, Washington area; and William, the politician, selected Lydia
OCady, an easterner, as his wife.
William Langer's formal education began at the "age of four and 
one-half in a one-room schoolhouse, District 102, south of Casselton." 
He later entered fourth grade in the Casselton school to be graduated 
from the high school on May 27, 1904. With the support of a materially 
successful farmer-businessman father, Langer entered the University of 
North Dakota law school that same fall.^ In 1906, at the age of nine­
teen years, he was graduated with a Bachelor of Laws degree. Too young 
to practice law in North Dakota, impatient Langer headed for Columbia 
University, New York City, to identify with one of the nation's most 
reputable law schools. The extroverted Westerner was well-known by his
^Crawford, History of North Dakota, II, 413.
^Olson, "Langer's Rise," p. 9.
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schoolmates as the campus politician. He received the Bachelor of Arts 
and Bachelor of Laws degrees in 1910.^
Upon graduation from Columbia University, Langer received an 
offer from Francis S. Bangs, a New York City attorney, to join his Wall 
Street law firm. He turned this invitation down to return to North 
Dakota and the challenge of starting his own law career.^
During the early 1900's there was a wave of popular discontent 
caused by natural and economic conditions which appeared to be beyond 
the corrective measures employed by the political parties and politi­
cians. There developed a forceful stream of agrarian discontent which 
was enlarged and redirected by an enthusiastic middle-class people 
toward social and economic reform. This movement did ultimately affect 
all the major and minor political parties in the establishing of plat­
forms. There was no evidence of consistency in that movement, but this 
probably was the key to what success it had as well as the failures.
The movement was a rather widespread effort on the part of society to 
reach some not very clearly specified self-reformation. It was an 
effort to recapture an economic individualism and political democracy 
that many believed had existed earlier in America, but had been
•^Crawford, History of North Dakota, II, 413. Langer won the 
Roelker prize of $1,000 as the student who had done the most for Colum­
bia University during the four years of his attendance. He was voted 
the most popular man among the student body and a member of the Sigma 
Chi social Greek letter fraternity; the King's Crown, an honorary soci­
ety; the student board; and the debating teams. He was a point-winning 
member of the track team and drew up the first constitution for an ath­
letic council which was adopted by Columbia University. John M. Holz- 
worth in The Fighting Governor stated: "Langer 'had time to talk and to 
help in the problems of the most unknown freshman in school.'" In 
"North Dakota Seeks a Demagogue" by Datus C. Smith, Jr. in New Republic, 
October 3, 1934, the reputation established by Langer, the writer noted, 
was the "most popular, biggest politician, and noisiest student."
^John M. Holzworth, The Fighting Governor (Chicago: The 
Pointer Press, 1938), p. 2.
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destroyed by the great corporation and the corrupt political machine.
The moral and civic purity believed lost must be restored.^ It is
rather difficult to believe that Langer dramatically visualized that
this liberal movement in democratic government awaited leadership
through his political talents. Yet, he wrote conceitedly:
I desire now to make a living and a record so I may one day 
become popular enough to be the most popular man in the state 
just like I was in college and be given some political office 
large enough to attract the notice of my former classmates in 
the East.8
William Langer opened a law office in Mandan, county seat of 
Morton County, across the river from Bismarck, North Dakota's state 
capital.^ And, in the pattern of the fledgling lawyers with political 
ambitions, an appointment came to serve as assistant state's attorney 
for Morton County. Here his record as a trial lawyer became known 
throughout the jurisdictional area, and it promoted confidence to seek 
the office of state's attorney. 1*-* In an upset, Langer eliminated three 
Republican opponents in the 1914 primary election. The November gen­
eral election matched John P. Sullivan, Democrat, against Progressive 
Republican, William Langer.^ Langer's victory marked the beginning of 
his public career and in some respects set the pattern for the campaigns 
of the future years. Success in achieving the Morton County state's
^Richard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform (New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, Inc., 1956), p. 5.
^Letter of William Langer to Mrs. Charles M. Roelker, Sr., May 
18, 1911, in William Langer Papers (Orin G. Libby Historical Collection, 
Library, University of North Dakota), Box One, A-19, Folder One, Per­
sonal File to 1914.
^Holzworth, Fighting Governor, p. 5.
^Ibid., p. 6.
11 Olson, "Langer's Rise," p. 36.
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attorney office was credited to his adeptness in making personal 
contacts. ̂
Langer did his homework well prior to taking the oath of 
office. The day he was sworn in to office he issued 167 warrants for 
arrests of liquor dealers and vice operators. This, at that time, was 
the largest number of warrants issued in one day in the history of the 
county.^ Further recognition, statewide, came to Langer when he 
attacked head on the Standard Oil Company, Northern Pacific Railway, 
and other "Kingmaker" corporations which maintained lobbies at the state 
legislature seeking tax concessions. Invariably Langer administered 
legal defeats for the defending lawyers and their clients.^
In 1915 the radical nonpartisan movement swung into action. 
Twice, in 1912 and in 1914, the people of North Dakota had approved 
measures to build terminal grain elevators outside of the state bounda­
ries to help the farmers secure an equitable price for their grain. 
Nevertheless, the building of the terminal elevator was postponed. A 
Board of Control, after an assessment, reported that a state elevator 
was not necessary. But, to the citizens of North Dakota, particularly 
the oppressed farmer, a vote of the people was a vote of the people and 
the highest law of the land. On Friday, February 19, 1915, a delega­
tion of farmers gathered at Bismarck and petitioned the legislature 
that it should proceed to carry out the will of the voters. By a vote 
of sixty-four to forty the House of Representatives refused to accede *14
l^Holzworth, Fighting Governor, p. 6.
-^Ibid., p. 6.
14Ibid. , p. 7.
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to this request.Treadwell Twichell, speaker of the House, told the 
farmers they were not needed in Bismarck. "Go home where you belong," 
he is reported to have said, "and slop your hogs."^ Every farmer knew 
perfectly well that in the next general election he would be invited to 
choose between voting for a candidate of the "interests" on the ticket 
of his party and a candidate of the "interests" nominated on the ticket 
of the opposition, equally controlled.^'7
The farmers were incensed. It marked the advent of Arthur C.
Townley, Beach, North Dakota, and the Non-partisan (later Nonpartisan)
League of North Dakota. Townley initially believed that it would be
difficult to carry out reform work in either political party because
real control remained the same. A. E. Bowen, a friend of Townley,
helped to work out a plan of action. Bowen's plan called for an orga-
nization in which farmers could register loyalty-*-0 and endorse fearless
19candidates with courage to defy the vengeful forces of big business.
When casting about for the fearless, relentless, and courageous 
nominee for the office of attorney general, William Lemke, legal 
advisor to the League and largely responsible for outlining the legal 
procedures for the state-ownership program, exerted his influence in
-^Charles Edward Russell, The Story of the Nonpartisan League 
(New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1920), pp. 103-107.
-^Usher L. Burdick, History of the Farmer's Political Action in 
North Dakota (Baltimore: Wirth Brothers, 1944), p. 81. 19
-^Russell, Nonpartisan League, p. 108.
-^Burdick, Farmer's Political Action in North Dakota, pp. 81-82.
19Holzworth, Fighting Governor, p. 8.
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the selection of Morton County's state's attorney William Langer.^0 No 
one could deny that Langer was not a courageous political fighter. His 
own assessment of himself provoked no contradiction when he observed 
that he had "an inbred desire to be in the thick of any fight which is 
going on."^1 Furthermore, William Lemke had a debt to repay to Langer 
and the members of his family due to their investments in Lemke's land 
speculations in Mexico. Langer stated: "A few years ago I got mixed 
up with Bill Lemke in Mexican land and we have been kept busy paying 
the taxes down there ever since."22 About $50,000 of Langer money had 
been invested in this operation. Absentee ownership of land so far 
away created frustrating problems for Lemke. And to complicate matters 
further, Mexico was caught up in a land revolution which left the owner­
ship of large land holdings legally uncertain. The Langer family, 
along with others, were in a position to lose their entire investment.
To placate Langer and to help satisfy a moral obligation, Lemke secured 
Nonpartisan League endorsement for William Langer as attorney general. J
The Nonpartisan movement endorsed a slate of candidates, all 
farmers, except for Thomas Hall, William Langer, Carl Kositzky, and Neil 
MacDonald. And all were Republicans except P. M. Casey, a Democrat,
^Burdick, Farmer's Political Action in North Dakota, p. 86.
^Letter of William Langer to P. B. Trubshaw, Valley City, N.D., 
March 28, 1919, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 1, Political File.
^Letter of William Langer to 0. T. Haakinson, Barton, N.D. ,
Oct. 14, 1924, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political File Cor­
respondence with G. P. Nye, 1924-1928.
^Edward C. Blackorby, Prairie Rebel: The Public Life of 
William Lemke (Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska, 1963), p. 70.
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candidate for state treasurer. ^  Through an aggressive campaign the 
League secured the control of all the executive offices and the lower
o trhouse of the legislature. William Langer swept into the office of 
attorney general taking another step forward in pursuit of his political 
goals.
The support for Langer as attorney general came from varied 
sources and were certainly of no mean value in promoting his name for 
his present and future established goals. He was endorsed by the Equity, 
the State Enforcement League, the Progressive Republican League, the 
Scandinavian Total Abstinence League, Women's Christian Temperance Union 
and the Nonpartisan League. The North Dakota Leader recorded: "To all 
these he promised to enforce all the laws in all sections of the state 
all of the time."^^
The progressive Langer left his mark upon the political affairs 
and upon the government operated departments in the state for years to 
come. For one thing, the office of attorney general carried the respon­
sibility of president of the state board of health. Through this agency 
he promoted the establishment of the State Health and Vital Statistics 
Board. Langer attempted, through this bureau, to bring about an upgrad­
ing of health standards in North Dakota. ^  A great deal of publicity
2^Ray Goldberg, "The Nonpartisan League in North Dakota" (under­
graduate Honors Thesis, Department of Government, Harvard University. 
Fargo, North Dakota: Midwest Printing Co., 1948), p. 18.
^Paul r . Fossum, "Agrarian Movement in North Dakota," tabs 
John Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science 
Series XLIII; (Baltimore: The John Hopkins Press, 1925), p. 100.
^ The North Dakota Leader, June 15, 1918, "William Langer."




was also given to his sensational May 7, 1917, vice raid in Minot. In 
a well-planned move, law enforcement agents swept across the city and 
raided the illegal liquor supply points, arrested operators of houses
O  Oof prostitution, and locked up gambling houses. ° The news had hardly 
died down when his squad hit Grand Forks in an effort to curb the 
liquor flow from the East Grand Forks Brewery. Certainly such a law 
enforcement program was considered high-handed by the offenders and 
their patrons, but the support he gained from the greater number of law- 
abiding citizens more than offset any criticism. And who could argue 
with the correctness of his patriotic directive during World War I days 
for all schools to display the flag? Langer further enhanced his posi­
tion with the citizenry of North Dakota, a predominantly rural and 
grain producing state, when he sought corrective legislation for fair 
grain grading practices. Also, he sought further beneficial conces­
sions for the surplus producing agricultural state by urging a 15 per 
cent freight rate reduction.^9 All of this brought much publicity to 
Langer. It made Langer a household name in every North Dakota home.
The Nonpartisan League victories in the 1916 and 1918 elections
automatically changed the nonpartisan movement into a partisan political
group. For some years prior to 1916 the general cement of Republicanism
30had scarcely sufficed to hold together the disintegrating elements.
And in the struggle for the control of the Republican organization and 
machinery in North Dakota, the League attempted to make that
^%fard County Independent, May 10, 1917.
^^The North Dakota Leader, June 15, 1918.
^Crawford, History of North Dakota, II, 422.
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O 1organization flexible and responsive to the popular will. Since most 
of the Leaguers were nominally Republicans, they proposed to use that 
party's machinery as the instrument through which they could express 
their political will and program. The toleration of such a break in 
its basic principles was a matter of no immediate concern.^2 The 
League leaders sought to take advantage of the situation, and in this 
metamorphosis were the seeds of its self-destruction. Deep public 
forces crossed with the peculiar Townley temperament. Arrayed against 
the radical economics, its suspiciousness of business men, public owner­
ship policies, and its fantastic methods of financing by pyramiding 
33credits were the merchants and other inhabitants of the small towns 
who feared that their means of livelihood would be greatly impaired by 
the enterprises of the League, supported, as they would be, by the 
power of the State. The resulting conflict was as bitter as class
o /
prejudice and filled with jealousy.
The split in this flimsy, patchwork political harmony which car­
ried the League to victory at the polls in 1916-1918 started to show 
itself shortly after the 1918 election. Out of petty political jeal­
ousy and suspicion of party leaders and elected state officials, the 
precipitating incident in the warfare appeared to be the fracas between 
the Frazier-favored superintendent of public instruction, Neil Mac­
Donald, who sought to discredit his popular election opponent, and 
Minnie J. Nielson, who MacDonald claimed was not qualified to run for *32
^ Ibid . , p . 424.
32Ibid., p. 422.
33Chester H. Rowell, "The Political Cyclone in North Dakota,"
The World's Work, (July, 1923), 270.
3^Fossum, Agrarian Movement in North Dakota, p. 102.
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the office. Laager checked her credentials and declared her to be a 
duly qualified candidate. This was taken as an affront to the party 
endorsement of MacDonald. While Nielson lost the primary election to 
MacDonald by only 3,500 votes, she was encouraged enough to try in the 
fall election as a candidate for the I. V. A. (Independent Voters Asso­
ciation) party. She beat MacDonald at the polls by some 5,500 votes. 
When she appeared on January 1, Neil MacDonald refused to surrender the 
office on the grounds that Miss Nielson lacked necessary qualifications. 
Langer secured a writ of mandamus from the Supreme Court. MacDonald 
instituted quo warranto proceedings, but the court ruled for Miss 
Nielson.35 The fight was on. To Langer the electorate had spoken; the 
verdict was openly public. In an open letter to A. C. Townley, Langer 
hit hard at the vindictiveness of the League officials. He scathingly 
wrote: "You . . . hold nothing sacred; if the educational system lies
in your path you ruin it. If the independent press dares tell the 
truth, you wreck it."36
The break had been made, and to Langer there was no lack of 
League programs to attack as being prize examples of mismanagement and 
questionable operation. Langer and Secretary of State Thomas Hall, who 
together controlled the state banking board, resented the high-handed 
"paper" financing methods used by the leaders of the League. The 
Scandinavian-American Bank of Fargo, a favored bank of the Bank of
33 *5Robert L. Morlan, Political Prairie Fire (Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press, 1955), pp. 211-25.
36Fargo Forum, April 30, 1919, "Prove Charge, I'll Resign,"
p. 1.'
3^Fossum, Agrarian Movement in North Dakota, p. 109.
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North Dakota, appeared to be operating to a considerable extent on rede­
posits from the Bank of North Dakota secured on the strength of farmer's 
post-dated checks written for party membership and the consumer store 
system. Also, the League’s Home Building Association and new grain
elevator were cited as failures because of cost miscalculation and oper-
39ational mismanagement. Rowell assessed:
Townley was a natural evangelist. "An economic Billy Sunday."
He could multiply nothing by nothing into a nearer semblance 
of something, than any other magician. The whole series of 
League institutions . . . was the Townley scheme of flat 
financing.
The depression of 1920-1921 plunged the whole middle west from 
a period of unexampled prosperity into practical bankruptcy. This 
coupled with the Nonpartisan League's mistakes, both as a political 
organization and as a directing force behind the program of state-owned 
enterprise, suggested that it tried to do too much and go too fast. It 
suffered just as many a private business institution has suffered, from 
unwise leadership, too often driven by the exuberant spirit of the pro­
moter. According to the New Republic: "The lesson North Dakota learned
R. Johnson, "The Struggle in North Dakota," New Republic, 
March 9, 1921, p. 43. Auditors noted nothing technically wrong with 
the Bank of North Dakota's business, nor anything illegal in its
reserves. However, some 50 per cent of the private banks in the state
were reported short in required reserves and thirty-five of them, 
including the Scandinavian-American Bank, closed their doors and nearly 
two hundred more in peril of having to do so. In the Bank of North 
Dakota it showed, against a legal requirement for reserve of $1,022,000,
a cash balance of $46,700 and $1,087,000 of paper in transit for collec­
tion. In the form of loans and redeposits it had nearly $8,000,000.
^ New Republic, "North Dakota Five Years After," April 28, 1926, 
pp. 292-93. The Home Building Association built only fifty homes which 
cost some 61 per cent more than estimated and at a loss exceeding 
$300,000. The $3,044,000 grain elevator, it was charged, could have 
been built for $1,500,000. The operating loss in four years was a 
million dollars.
^Rowell, "The Political Cyclone in North Dakota," p. 271.
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in her enterprise in state ownership is that government and business do 
not mix."41
A portion of the Nonpartisan League legislation, termed as puni­
tive, was by far the most vicious and challenging to Langer. The lead­
ers of the League railed against the opposing newspapers branding them 
as the "Kept Press" and servants of the Chamber of Commerce. Measures 
were enacted to limit the number of papers permitted to publish legal 
notices in each county. Also, the "Anti-Liars Act" permitted the State 
to prosecute any state official who made a false statement concerning 
the state industries. This law, with the act establishing the "Smell­
ing Committee," were passed at the special session of the legislature 
held in the fall of 1919. Fossum reported: "No opportunity seems to 
have been lost to drive home to the opposition the fact that the League 
could not only threaten but dared to attempt revenge."
Langer believed that Townley, the voice of the North Dakota non­
partisan League, was only a promoter and organizer and lacked the
41New Republic, "North Dakota Five Years After," April 28, 1926, 
pp. 292-93.
^^Fossum, Agrarian Movement in North Dakota, pp. 121-22. The 
Newspaper Bill, 1919, specified that a paper in each county should be 
designated as the official paper by a printing commission composed of 
the secretary of state, the commissioner of agriculture and labor, and 
the chairman of the board of railroad commissioners to publish legal 
notices for a charge. This selection to stand until the next general 
election when citizens in each county could vote for the official news­
paper for the next two years. This empowered the League controlled com­
mission to select the official newspaper for the next eighteen months 
and thus cut off support for the opposition press and reduce their 
number.
The "Anti-Liars Act" and "Smelling Committee" came about at the 
defection of Thomas Hall and William Langer, and were used to punish 
them for their share in the expose' of the lavish conduct of the State 
industries.
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important talent of understanding sound business practices to be giving 
party direction on the operation of the state government. If the 
League leaders continued a program of postdated paper financing, it 
would invite economic disaster. Furthermore, the punitory League legis 
lation was more than the spirited Langer cared to live with. He 
reported a pledge in a rough draft of his book, "The Nonpartisan League 
It's Birth, Activities, and Leaders," that when nominated and endorsed 
by the League:
. . .  no matter what may happen, no matter what the leaders of 
this organization may do, if I find that they are men who are 
not representing the true interests of the farmers, if they are 
men who instead of having the interests of the farmers at heart 
are but their enemies, I will fight them.43
Langer patriotically spoke of fulfilling his civic obligations at the
expense of political ambition, personal interest, or self by stating:
". . . it is not only the duty of the said officer, but it should be a
pleasure to turn that man out of doors, and to expose him."^ With a
feigned modesty designed to promote his case and to present the pattern
for his political future, Langer declared:
I would rather be the most humble practitioner of law in the 
State of North Dakota and exercise my conscientious judgment, 
unhampered, than be Attorney General or Governor of this State, 
or United States Senator and be subject to the domination of 
an overlord.
^William Langer, "The Nonpartisan League: It's Birth, Activi­
ties, and Leaders," (rough draft), in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 11, 
Political File, Langer's Book.
^Langer's speech to W.C.T.U., n.d., in Langer Papers, Box 16, 
Folder 4, Miscellaneous Political File, 1920.
^^Open letter of William Langer, March 27, 1919, in Langer 
Papers, Box 15, Folder 1, Political File.
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The split with the Nonpartisan League was evident when Langer 
emphatically declared: "The State should be run by the people of North 
Dakota . . . not by imported politicians."^ The "Old Gang" caustic­
ally denounced him as "one who came to the League to get the Attorney 
Generalship" and now he will "sell" himself to another crowd. The 
Leader reminded the citizens: "No man votes for a traitor.
The League leaders aroused opposition within the larger Republi­
can group. When the final count for the 1918 June primary showed a 
strong victory for the League, the opponents set up the Independent 
Voters Association (I. V. A.) to defeat the proposed constitutional 
amendments in the fall election.^ This venture failed to stop the 
League in 1918, but in 1920 Langer appeared to be the one bright hope 
in wresting control of the state government from the Nonpartisan League. 
Langer frequently wet his finger and exposed it to the winds of politi­
cal thought by asking: ". . . would you let me know what the sentiment 
is around your locality, whether you notice any changes or whether con­
ditions are just as they were before?"^ The common advice to Langer, 
regarding his attempt to secure endorsement for governor of North 
Dakota, was to establish a position with the anti-Townley newspapers of 
being honest with the farmer, and above all, not to leave an opening
^ Fargo Forum, May 5, 1920, "No Deal of Any Kind, Langer 
Answers to Charge," p. 1.
^ The North Dakota Leader, March 27, 1920, editorial: "Deliv­
ered Into Our Hands."
^Elwyn b . Robinson, History of North Dakota (Lincoln: Univer­
sity of Nebraska Press, 1966), p. 341.
^Letter of William Langer to L. B. Gamaas, Sheyenne, N.D.,
May 6, 1919, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 2, Political File, May 1, 
1919 - May 31, 1919.
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whereby an inference could be made in the anti-League papers of identi­
fication with the League's favorite target— "Big Biz." J. K. Murray 
advised: "The ordinary farmer has got it into his head that all of
these anti-League papers are owned by Big Biz."-^ Therefore, Langer 
directed Robert Mackin, a Mandan attorney, to place fifty some North 
Dakota papers on an exchange list with the Morton County Press (owned 
by 400 farmers) and include a sample letter telling them about Langer's 
effort to oust Townley and the bunch of socialists
With the League stronghold in western North Dakota, Langer and 
F. E. Packard, assistant attorney general, concentrated their political 
organizational work in the Slope area.^ Requests went out regularly 
for a list of voters in the counties and a check made by the name of 
those who were Nonpartisan.-*^ They sought to get literature to them 
describing the mismanagement of the League and its utter inability to 
govern and to expose the socialistic nature of its legislation.-*^
-^Letter of J. K. Murray, Mott, N.D. to Langer, May 31, 1919, in 
Langer Papers, Box 14, Folder 2, Political File, May 1, 1919 - May 31, 
1919. Langer sent to Key men in various counties a request to list the 
newspapers and their position regarding Townleyism.
“̂ Letter of William Langer to Robert Mackin, Mandan, N.D., June 
2, 1919, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 3, Political File, June 1,
1919 - June 8, 1919. Sample letter: "This is the county that Bill 
Langer came from and outside of the socialists he has one hundred per 
cent of the farmers with him. We know he is honest and when Townley 
attacks a man like him, we know there is 'something rotten in Denmark'."
^Letter 0f F. E. Packard, Bismarck, N.D. to Sidney S. Adams, 
Lisbon, N.D., May 29, 1919, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 2, Politi­
cal File, May 1, 1919 - May 31, 1919.
tZ O^Letter of William Langer to Earl Lewis, Hettinger, N.D., June 
4, 1919, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 2, Political File, May 1, 1919 
- May 31, 1919.
-^Letter of William Langer to H. M. Gilbertson, Kalispell, Mon­
tana, May 21, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 9, Political File, 
May 1, 1919 - May 25, 1920.
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Langer, through representatives, sought to establish a very close pre­
cinct organization within the Republican party which would be backed by 
the national committee acting through selected local people.~l~> In the 
promotion of this plan, Langer was to "lay low," keep in harmony with 
both Democrats and Republicans, and come out on the ticket as a 
"Progressive.
Langer was well aware that the odds of political success in 1920 
were against him, but he was not about to give up without a struggle.
To George F. Shafer, a Watford City attorney, Langer boasted: ". . . 
some of us fellows who have lived in this state for a long time have a 
certain amount of western guts."-^
The Langer-for-Govemor movement began to gain momentum. Let­
ters on organization came from the State Federation of Langer for Gover­
nor Clubs, Robert L. Mackin, secretary.^8 Also, a Farmers Federated 
Committee, J. W. Evans, secretary, Carson, North Dakota, sent out invita­
tions to farmers with progressive reputations to secure the presence of
^Letter Qf F. E. Packard, Bismarck, N.D. to Sidney S. Adams, 
Lisbon, N.D., May 29, 1919, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 2, Politi­
cal File, May 1, 1919 - May 31, 1919.
^Letter of C. J. McGurren, M.D., Devils Lake, N.D., to Langer, 
March 20, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 8, Political File.
57Le tter of William Langer to George F. Shafer, Watford City, 
N.D., April 5, 1919, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 1, Political File.
5^Form letters with S. J. Nagel, president; I. J. Moe, vice- 
president; William Maas, treasurer; and Robert L. Mackin, secretary 
"State Federation of Langer for Governor Clubs," in Langer Papers, Box 
15, Folder 18, Political File.
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a "representative bunch of live ones who will get together on a workable 
program that will accomplish things.
As convention time drew near it became apparent that Langer 
would be the anti-League candidate for governor. "Practically all the 
leaders are swinging into line and we have a general working plan which 
will prevent, I think, a multiplicity of candidates," observed F. E. 
Packard.^0 Langer became the unanimous choice at the Minot convention 
for gubernatorial candidate for the I. V. A. over the field of R. A. 
Nestos, L. F. Crawford, Harrison Garnett, Frank Henry, and John Steen.
Langer's campaign against Nonpartisan League candidate, incum­
bent Lynn J. Frazier, declared to center on the theme of "Americanism 
62vs. Socialism." Langer attacked the mismanagement and favoritism 
shown in the League's Home Builder's Law. He also hit hard at the 
League's attempt to repeal the Australian ballot and the party's sug­
gested formation of a state guard under a state sheriff. The newspaper 
law, which would not approve any newspaper that did not support the 
League from publishing legal notices, became Langer's cry against the 
controlled press. He did not forget the League's refusal to let the 
state auditor (aimed at Kositzky, an anti-Leaguer) check on accounts of
^Letter of J. W. Evans, Carson, N.D. to J. A. Beck, McClusky, 
N.D., January 20, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 7, Political 
File, January 1, 1920 - January 31, 1920.
^Letter of F. E. Packard, Bismarck, N.D. to Harry N. Tucker, 
Courtenay, N.D., January 22, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 7, 
Political File, January 1, 1920 - January 31, 1920.




state institutions. Such an array of charges put the League on the 
defensive.^3
The League, through The North Dakota Leader, attempted to Chris­
tianize its mission in the state by relating in an editorial that:
An old belief exists— one of every twelve who join an organiza­
tion turns out to be a traitor. This proportion holds true but 
with variation. There are the "hot-heads". There are those 
who distrust, cold-blooded, and suspicious. There are those 
who "betray with a kiss"— actually never with the group. The 
few dissatisfied [Kositzky, Hall, and Langer] are gone, but the 
great bulk of the organization is made up of the remaining nine 
men.  ̂̂
The League tried to identify Langer with "Big Business" and charged that 
he was receiving support from the McKensieites, Jerry Bacon's group, and 
Judge N. C. Young. But, the Leader noted: "The rank and file of the 
Republican party are patient.
When the votes in the primary election of 1920 were tabulated, 
Frazier tallied 59,446 to Langer's 54,172. Langer lost the election by 
some 5,300 votes.^
Torger Sinness, a lawyer from Minnewaukan, North Dakota, encour­
agingly wrote: "It is silly to say that your political career has come 
to an end. It has just begun. There is a great deal of work for you to 
do in North D a k o t a . I n  conclusion Sinness wrote prophetically:
^ Fargo Forum, May 25, 1920, editorial, p. 4.
6^The North Dakota Leader, January 17, 1920, "The Eternal 
Proportion."
65ihe North Dakota Leader, February 28, 1920, editorial, "Pro­
gressive Republicans."
6^Fargo Forum, July 9, 1920, p. 1.
^Letter of Torger Sinness, Minnewaukan, N.D. to Langer, July 7, 
1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 15, Political File, June 23, 1920 
- July 31, 1920.
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In spite of the fact that he did not win, he is undoubtedly one 
of the very strongest political factors in North Dakota today 
and will remain so for quite a while to come. He is not a 
political corpse. He undoubtedly knows more about conditions 
in the various portions of the state than anyone else . . . .
Langer certainly drove an entering wedge into the dominating 
League faction within the Republican party.^ r , r. Hedtke, financial 
secretary for the Mandan Deaconess Hospital and Training School at Man- 
dan, noted that:
The Republican party must have a house cleaning . . .  it will 
not survive under passive treatment, it needs a surgical oper­
ation, and two years of Townleyism, Frazierism, Lemkeism, etc., 
will compell the would be leaders to admit that their treatment 
has utterly failed and the "Macedonian cry" will greet the ears 
and challenge the heart of the only man in the state who can 
turn the tide of battle, and that man is . . . William Langer.
Hedtke continued with further advice for Langer as he wrote:
Avoid entanglements. Take up your practice after January 1, 
recoup your finances and when the call comes, as it will come, 
you will be in the finest fettle for the contest. Two years 
hence you will be the strongest man in the state, if you keep 
your hands clean. Tell them you are not a sulking Achilles 
but a Fabius who will yet lead the party to Victory.
Those who had supported William Langer in his unsuccessful bid 
for the governor's post continued in post-election discussion of perfect­
ing a Republican organization. The general plan called for a meeting of *70
^Letter of Torger Sinness, Minnewaukan, N.D. to Frank E. Pack­
ard, Bismarck, N.D., July 19, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 15, 
Political File, June 23, 1920 - July 31, 1920.
^Letter of Emil Scow, Bowman, N.D. to Langer, July 15, 1920, 
in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 15, Political File, June 23, 1920 - 
July 31, 1920.
70Letter of R. R. Hedtke, Mandan, N.D. to Langer, August 6,
1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 16, Political File, August 1,
1920 - December 31, 1920.
7-*-Ibid.
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anti-League men in Bismarck to organize, get in touch with the national 
Republican committee, cooperate, call a convention two years later and 
get on the ticket. Above all the selection of a chairman would have to 
be done with due care.^
William Langer was busy reading the messages carried to him 
after the primary defeat in 1920 as to the possibility of continuing 
the political struggle on an independent basis in the fall election.
He astutely surmised that "there was no demand that I run again for Gov­
ernor." He further stated: "I of course wouldn't force myself on to 
that ticket, nor embarrass any of my friends by asking them to support 
me." All of this was based on the fact that very few letters came to 
Langer encouraging him to run on the independent ticket. A few per­
sonal friends suggested such an action, but without pledges of either 
financial or moral support.^3
Langer estimated that the League was stronger after the primary 
election, and much of this came as the result of organizational work 
among the newly enfranchised women. He said: "At the present time 
they (League) are doing all the o r g a n i z i n g . T h e  League, to Langer, 
was far from dead and they would have to be reckoned with in North 
Dakota for quite a while. Rather interestingly, Langer envisioned that
^Letter of Torger Sinness, Minnewaukan, N.D. to John Knauf, 
Jamestown, N.D., August 27, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 16, 
Political File, August 1, 1920 - December 31, 1920.
^Letter of William Langer to A. R. Flugekvam, Fairdale, N.D., 
August 3, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 15, Political File.
^Letter 0f William Langer to Oscar J. Seiler, Jamestown, N.D., 
August 25, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 16, Political File.
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the League would enter into difficult times, the reactionaries would 
carry things too far with the result that there would be the usual swing­
ing back to progressivism.^ This observation was shared by others as 
well. Robert H. Cory predicted that the Nonpartisan League would go to 
pieces. And along with this demise would come the happy hope that "you 
[Langer] would be sure to win in the long run." All this, Corry, sug­
gested, could be accomplished by working through the West with a plat-
7 f)form which was sound politically and economically as well.
Disgruntled words came from Arthur J. Gronna in the assessment
of the state political picture. He wrote:
I am quite sure that the only way North Dakota can rid of Town- 
ley and McKenzie is for the higher element to organize the 
entire state and be ready to overthrow the sinister influences. 
Something has to be done to protect our people, and the farmers 
especially, because they are the ones who are bearing the bur­
den of the high taxes. They have certainly been misled by the 
Townley-McKenzie gang.77
A Fairdale, North Dakota, farmer observed: "This is a vital 
time in the history of the state." Disillusionment was prevalent. The 
farmer continued:
It is very unfortunate that the League Leaders should so mis­
use the power bestowed on them by the organized farmers. There 
was a good sound industrial policy and then Townley goes and
^Letter of William Langer to James E. Boyle, Cornell Univer­
sity, Ithaca, N.Y., Nov. 23, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 9, 
Political File: Sale of Langer's Book, 1920-1923.
7^Letter of Robert H. Cory, New York, N.Y., to Langer, May 28, 
1921, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 13, Political File 1921.
77;Letter of A. J. Gronna, Williston, N.D., to Langer, January 
15, 1921, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 13, Political File, 1921.
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spoils it all by injecting into it all his personal undertak­
ings. You [Langer] said in a former letter to me that it "was 
some job to fight Townley and Alec McKenzie both," and I agree 
with you, but it has to be done. I believe you are the man to 
start it. You have been in the thick of the fight, and you 
are familiar with the conditions, as well as the tactics on 
both sides.
The political conditions in North Dakota were in a state of fer­
ment and this was due largely to the constant agitation of divergent 
personalities with their policies and interests. Optimistically Langer 
wrote:
Here in this state hope springs eternal in the hearts of the 
politicians. Judge Young is fighting General Miller; Ed Hughes 
is fighting Alex McKenzie; Tom Poole is fighting Mr. Watkins;
Mr. Prater is watching Mr. Nestos; the blind-piggers are look­
ing askance at the W.C.T.U.; the labor unions are fighting the 
non-union employers; Lemke is fighting Liederbach; Liederbach 
is fighting Townley; Townley is fighting me. Frazier is happy 
on his farm. John Hagan needs a lawyer to keep the I.V.A. from 
giving him a state owned house. Liederbach is in California,
Meitzen is in Texas, Gunnerson in Pittsburg, Wood in St. Paul, 
and Lemke is in Mexico. Townley is in jail.'^
Langer could just as well have added: I am in North Dakota and all
will be well.
Langer believed that there existed an ebb tide in the League 
movement. And most profoundly the effect was noted in the farmers of 
the West. 0. S. Morris noted: "It was only necessary . . .  to convince 
about five thousand farmers who had been voting with the Leaguers that 
this was the way out."®^ Langer was haunted with the fact that the
^Letter of A. R. Flugekvam, Fairdale, N.D. to Langer, February 
24, 1921, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 13, Political File, 1921.
^Letter of William Langer to Mr. H. A. Merrick, Jackson, Minn., 
January 11, 1922, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 14, Political File, 
1922-1927.
80q . S. Morris, "The Vote of the North Dakota Farmers," Nation, 
CXIII (November 9, 1921), pp. 535-36.
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primary election was lost by only 5,000 votes. Langer was much of the
same mind as Chester H. Rowell when he (Rowell) wrote:
The state has no mind. It has a multitude of minds and the 
change in majorities may have been made by small groups, for 
motives having nothing to do with the question ostensibly at 
issue. A majority is a mathematical sum; not necessarily an 
intellectual conclusion.81
Langer calculated: "In North Dakota the political situation is in a 
horrible mess. The League stands pretty united while the opposition to 
it is split up in fragmentary fragments.
"I am not a quitter . . . ."83 Langer had plans.
Langer left the open, active political arena for six years dur­
ing which he built a lucrative law practice in Bismarck. Much of his 
time was given to work which would keep him before the public. Such 
was the activity with the Association of Depositors in Closed Banks of 
North Dakota. This group was established upon the Guaranty Fund Law 
instituted to protect the bank deposit for the depositor. Langer had 
determined that there were some 25,000 depositors in North Dakota who 
had lost money due to bank closures.®^ This open, yet self aggrandiz­
ing work with the many depositors who had lost money in closed banks 
helped to establish the myth of William Langer as the "political savior"
Rowell, "The Political Cyclone in North Dakota," pp. 266-67.
^Letter Qf William Langer to James E. Boyle, Cornell Univer­
sity, Ithica, N.Y., March 1, 1921, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 10, 
Political File: Sale of Langer's Book, 1920-1923.
^Letter of William Langer to A. R. Flugekvam, Fairdale, N.D., 
August 6, 1920, in Langer Papers, Box 15, Folder 16, Political File, 
August 1, 1920 - December 31, 1920.
^Letter of William Langer to E. M. Scott, Lincoln National Life 
Insurance Co., Fort Wayne, Indiana, November 10, 1923, in Langer Papers, 
Box 18, Folder 1, Guaranty Fund Commission, January 1, 1923 - January 31, 
1924.
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of the economically hard pressed North Dakotan in the mid-1920's. This 
financial crisis also provided the opportunity for the maneuver which 
brought Langer and United States Senator Garald P. Nye into a relation­
ship which gave at least some semblance of political harmony. When Nye 
was running for Senator and Langer was building his base for the future, 
Langer wrote to Nye:
There are a great number with from five hundred to five thousand 
dollars in closed banks who will certainly be for the guy who is 
helping them get their money rather than for a fellow who is 
hindering them. . . .  We have got to organize these counties,
Gerald. * 8->
Langer urged Nye to give a speech at an Association of Depositors meet­
ing saying: "We don’t want to make it too d a m  long, but full of pep 
and go show these fellows just what a Congressman's speech should be 
Xike."8*̂ Senator Nye went to at least one of these meetings at which 
Langer failed to show up. Senator Nye wrote however in a complimentary 
manner, which must have encouraged Langer, by stating: "A great many 
of these depositors in the closed banks have the feeling that 'Bill 
Langer' is to be their financial savior . . . ."87
Further correspondence with Senator Nye revealed another area 
in which Langer sought to establish a state-wide reputation for being 
the benevolent friend. Langer was aware of a service during the 1921- 
1924 R. A. Nestos' administration which enabled the farmers to purchase
^Letter of William Langer to Senator G. P. Nye, Cooperstown, 
N.D., August 12, 1924, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political 
File Correspondence with G. P. Nye 1924-1928.
86 Ibid.
8^Letter of Senator G. P. Nye, Sutton, N.D. to Langer, Septem­
ber 20, 1924, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political File Cor­
respondence with G. P. Nye, 1924-1928.
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horse harnesses for $1.00 to $5.00. Langer wanted Nye to check if the
federal government was selling them through the highway departments all
over the country. He requested:
I would like to get a bunch of them and I am sure some of the 
fellows here in the state would be delighted and would be 
mighty grateful to you if you could get harnesses, ropes, axes, 
saws, belting and all the other one thousand articles that are 
being sold by the State Highway Departments.®®
Nye replied four days later that he was checking this out.®^
In the spring of 1921 William Langer and A. C. Townley headed 
towards Kansas to debate the issue: "Resolved: That the Nonpartisan 
League program, as carried out by the leaders, has not been for the 
best interests of North Dakota." Langer harped away on the premise 
that the League leaders were Socialists and crooks. While Townley 
argued that the League endeavored to carry into effect policies that 
the voters had again and again approved, and that for which Langer him­
self in past years had campaigned.All of this publicity was good 
copy for Langer.
During the presidential election year of 1924, Langer actively 
promoted the cause of Progressivism by attempting to secure the nomina­
tions on the Republican (Progressive) ticket for liberal Hiram Johnson. 
Langer's early assessment of the situation in North Dakota's Republican
®®Letter of William Langer to Senator G. P. Nye, Washington, 
D.C., February 9, 1926, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political 
File Correspondence with G. P. Nye, 1924-1928.
®^Letter of Senator G. P. Nye, Washington, D. C., to Langer, 
March 24, 1926, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political File Cor­
respondence with G. P. Nye, 1924-1928.
9®The North Dakota Leader, Fargo, N.D., May 14, 1921, "Townley 
and Langer Debating in Kansas."
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party organization uncovered the presence of factions. The state chair­
man, Roy Frazier, favored Coolidge while H. N. Tucker was busy managing 
Senator 'Bob' LaFollette's campaign. Langer concluded that Tucker would 
"be for you rather than Coolidge."91 Also, Langer encouragingly wrote: 
"The minute you get out and fight, fellows will come to you. They may 
be few at first but their numbers will increase."9^
The November election, 1924, found Coolidge the Republican 
choice, John W. Davis the Democrat leader, and La Follette trying to 
gather the Independent, Progressive, and Socialist vote. With Johnson 
out Langer chose to continue identification with the Progressive cause 
by actively supporting LaFollette for President. He was much in demand 
as a speaker around the state.9  ̂ In such an effort the public could 
see that Langer possessed the ability to maintain consistency in sup­
porting progressivism. He was trying to destroy the renegade reputa­
tion and show that he worked for a cause. And such publicity would 
help to erase the memories of a Langer who one day was a Leaguer and 
the next day an I. V. A. candidate.
Langer apparently recognized his mistake when he permitted him­
self to carry the I. V. A. banner in the 1920 election. He now realized 
that this would not be the vehicle upon which to ride to future
91Letter of William Langer to Hiram Johnson, San Francisco, Cal­
ifornia, January 2, 1924, Box 16, Folder 15, Political File, Johnson 
for Pres., 1924.
9^Letter of William Langer to Hiram Johnson, San Francisco, Cal­
ifornia, September 27, 1924, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 15, Polit­
ical File, Johnson for Pres., 1924.
^Letter of William Langer to G. P. Nye, Washington D.C., Septem­
ber 20, 1924, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political File Cor­
respondence with G. P. Nye, 1924-1928.
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political success. So to set the record straight and establish a neu­
tral base for subsequent maneuvering he declared: "I am not an I. V. A. 
and never have been."94 He emphasized in a speech in Underwood, North 
Dakota, in June, 1922, that he stood squarely upon the Nonpartisan 
League platform just as he had done two years before. To him, the fail­
ure of the League arose when the "high ideals of the organization were 
lost sight of and the farmers bid for industrial democracy was sullied 
by personal ambition." With political unselfishness, as an overture to 
a future electorate, he continued: "You can not accuse me of self- 
interest— though some of you once did. I am not asking you to elect me 
governor of North Dakota— I am asking only that you save yourselves. 
Langer appeared as a political martyr, and he made the most of it.
Langer's political antics during the early and mid-1920's pro­
voked the envy of some of his arch rivals. William Lemke went to Minot 
one day to visit with P. L. Aarhus, an old League worker. Aarhus was 
absent so Lemke talked to Mr. Shirley for about an hour. Aarhus wrote:
Much of the time you [Langer] came in for terrible knocks. You 
see Bill, our friend Lemke is out on the political limb of 
oblivion, and it hurts him terribly to see that you are playing 
a wiser game than he. 96
^Letter of William Langer to Mr. F. G. Stangler, Fingal, N.D. , 
February 23, 1922, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 14, Political File, 
1922-1927.
Q^The North Dakota Leader, Fargo, N.D., June 17, 1922,"Former 
Attorney General Tells of Conditions That Prevailed in Minot in Past."
^Letter of P. L. Aarhus, Minot, N.D., to Langer, July 26, 1926, 
in Langer Papers, Box 18, Folder 12, Guaranty Fund Commission, January 
1, 1926 - July 30, 1926.
CHAPTER II
THE POLITICAL ACTIVITY, 1928-1932
In 1927 rumors circulated that Governor A. G. Sorlie might pos­
sibly be involved in a conspiracy between the State Mill and Elevator 
at Grand Forks and the Midland Grain Company. Governor Sorlie had been 
warned about the situation, but he did little, if anything, to rectify 
it.-*- Aarhus noted that prominent Leaguers, looked upon Sorlie with dis 
favor. This generated the speculation that Sorlie was through politi­
cally. The name of William Langer for governor came to the front again 
Though reaction towards using him as a candidate for the governorship 
on the Nonpartisan League ticket was quite strong there did appear some 
favorable sentiment for him in the northwestern part of the state. At 
least those who favored Langer were numerous enough in number to talk 
in terms of ousting a chairman of a county committee who spoke out 
against the formation of a "Langer for Governor" club.^
The drive to organize a "Langer for Governor" movement never 
materialized to the point of recognized strength. The League was not 
much interested in having Langer on the ticket, but the "fine law
^-Letter of P. L. Aarhus, Minot, N.D., to Langer, July 16, 1927, 
in Langer Papers, Box 18, Folder 15, Guaranty Fund Commission, June 1, 
1927 - December 31, 1927.
^Letter of P. L. Aarhus, Minot, N.D., to Langer, January 17, 




practice" he had established appeared as an excellent source of income 
for campaign funds.^ So, the Nonpartisan League, through George Wal­
lace, urged Langer to be a candidate for the post of attorney general. 
Wallace wrote invitingly:
The Leaguers seem hard pressed to get a candidate for Attorney 
General who can beat George Shafer. They feel he will be a 
candidate . . . again, and it is the zeal of the leaguers to 
secure control of the Industrial Commission.^
Furthermore, Wallace had received a letter from Charles C. Talbott, in
which he expressed:
. . . eagerness to see you nominated for Attorney General.
You know what that means, because he is in authority over all 
those organized farmers. Here's hoping you will land.-*
Even though P. L. Aarhus reminded Langer that the League endorse­
ment would mean "a notable comeback, something that very seldom hap­
pens, Langer was not particularly elated with the suggestion of run­
ning for his old office. He wrote:
Personally, I can't see any sense in running for Attorney Gen­
eral. I got all the honor out of it during my four years and 
have a fine law practice now. On the other hand, we do want 
the League to get control of the Industrial Commission, if it 
is possible for them to do so.^
^Blackorby, Prairie Rebel, p. 171.
^Letter of George Wallace to Langer, n.d., Federal Trade Com­
mission heading, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 14, Political File, 
1922-1927.
^Letter of George Wallace, Minneapolis, Minn., to Langer, Decem­
ber 12, 1927, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 14, Political File, 1922- 
1927.
^Letter of P. L. Aarhus, Minot, N.D., to Langer, January 10, 
1927, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 14, Political File, 1922-1927.
^Letter of William Langer to W. S. Lauder, Whapeton, N.D., Jan­
uary 27, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 16, Political File, 
January 1, 1928 - February 28, 1928.
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Also, some deeper feelings were uncovered when Langer declared that 
"vindication at the hands of the voters" was more important than the 
job. And he philosophically stated: "As I grow older, I find about 
all there is to life, is the maintaining of an unsullied reputation and 
the doing of what services one can for his fellow man." Langer sancti­
moniously determined "to get the record straight for the benefit of my 
youngsters."8
When Langer's friends suggested that he attempt something big­
ger, such as Congressman from the West district, there also came some 
counter advice that "two years in a state office will give the people 
more confidence in you."^ Psychologically, the time was not quite at 
hand for the move which would bring him into the position for the ful­
fillment of his political goals.
Langer queried his acquaintances, those close to the state's 
political activities, on Shafer's attitude towards the attorney general­
ship. If Shafer's interest appeared to center more in obtaining endorse­
ment for governor or United States Senator, this would, in Langer's think­
ing, make it easier for him to obtain endorsement for his old office.^
One of his big problems was how to get back into the good graces of the 
party after his jump to the I. V. A. in 1920. A partial answer came in 
the suggestion:
^Letter of William Langer to W. S. Lauder, Whapeton, N.D., Febru­
ary 16, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 16, Political File,
January 1, 1928 - February 28, 1928.
^Letter of W. J. Bennett, St. Paul, Minn., to Langer, February 
26, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 16, Political File, January 
1, 1928 - February 28, 1928.
^Letter of William Langer to J. W. Lee, Rhames, N.D. , February 
17, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 16, Political File, January 
1, 1928 - February 28, 1928.
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You must get Lynn J. Frazier’s public o.k. It need not be long 
- just a word. But this is the one thing you need above all 
others. The fact that you once ran against him sticks . . . 
and he is the people's idol. If they see him give you the glad 
hand, they will welcome you with open arms.H
Mrs. Bert (Olive) Washington LaGrave, member of the Board of Directors,
Nonpartisan League, learned this by talking with people and getting
petitions signed. She confided to Langer:
A lady did not get signers for your petition, but for L. J.
Frazier. So I told her to tell everyone she asked that Lynn 
J. favored you. The prejudice was swept away. Conventions 
are impersonal affairs to the masses, but they love the sena­
tor and will endorse whoever he does.^
"Naturally, I want to be elected, together with the rest of the ticket,"
Langer replied, "and you may depend upon it that I won’t leave a single
stone unturned to do it."^
At the 1928 Nonpartisan League convention, Langer received 
endorsement for the office of attorney general. Aarhus reminded him 
that publicity counts, so in characteristic "Langer hustle" he began his 
campaign.^ Scores of form letters were sent out reading: "You are 
acquainted with my record, when I was formerly Attorney General, and I
^Letter of Mrs. Bert (Olive) Washington LaGrave, Esmond, N.D. , 
to Langer, May 19, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 18, Political 
File, May 1, 1928 - June 30, 1928.
^ib id.
l^ibid. , May 14, 1928.
1 better of P. L. Aarhus, Minot, N.D., to Langer, April 5, 1928, 
in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 5, Political File, Establish Newspaper, 
See Index, August 1925 - September 1928.
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hope that you can. conscientiously approve of the same and support me 
this time. "-*-5
Langer had great misgivings about his success in winning the 
post in the primary election and the cohesiveness of the party in gen­
eral. He observed:
The situation, the way it looks to me right now is, that there 
is an entirely lack of harmony between the State Executive Com­
mittee and most of the candidates. This is expressed in so 
many ways, . . . that it makes a fellow here at headquarters 
rather heartsick. It is found in the lack of arrangements, 
lack of financial support, and in an absolute want of money.
. . . they let little petty insignificant matters cause them a 
lot of worry.^
Langer, after a tour through Cass County, confided to Roy Frazier: "I 
have come to the conclusion that we are going to have a tough time to 
elect our ticket.  ̂ There appeared to be personality problems which 
created the dissension and thus weakened the effectiveness of the cam­
paign. Langer related: "It isn't a question of whether any of us like 
certain other fellows or not, but it is a case of taking off our coats 
and going down the line for the cause.
Langer knew that the key to his success, and the success of the 
whole ticket, remained in no small degree by active participation of
^Letter of William Langer to Z. Y. Hamilton, April, 1928, in 
Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 17, Political File, March 1, 1928 - 
April 30, 1928.
^Letter of William Langer to Mrs. Minnie J. Craig, state legis 
lator, Esmond, N.D., May 8, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 18, 
Political File, May 1, 1928 - June 30, 1928.
1^Letter of William Langer to Roy Frazier, postmaster and NPLer 
Crosby, N.D., May 8, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 18, Politi­
cal File, May 18, 1928 - June 30, 1928.
18Ibid.
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the party members of national prominence. He sent an urgent request to
Senator Frazier to bring Senator Nye and Congressman James Sinclair to
North Dakota to offset the work of the I. V. A. Langer advised:
It would help to dissipate some misunderstanding on the part of 
some of the State candidates that some of the Federal Employ­
ees are not entirely for the State ticket. Do come as soon as 
you can.-*-9
The bizarre way in which political arrangements and alignments
were made did not bring success to the state Nonpartisan League slate in
the June primary. The incumbents Senator Frazier, Congressman Sinclair,
and three others, all League members, won; but Langer, along with the
balance of the ticket, suffered defeat. The election post-mortem
revealed that Langer had considerable vote-getting power, while the
other League candidates were defeated by majorities around ten thousand
votes, Langer lost to James Morris by only 1,241 votes.20
Langer was convinced that the group succeeded in beat-
themselves. Frank Vogel sided in with Langer's belief by saying:
The election did not surprise me. We had a rotten organiza­
tion lacking cohesion and unity, everyone going his own way.
Sorlie was no asset to us and rather hurt us in the west . . . 
that man would sink any political ship.22
•^Letter of William Langer to Senator Lynn J. Frazier, Washing­
ton, D.C., May 8, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 18, Political 
File, May 1, 1928 - June 30, 1928.
20Fargo Forum, July 1, 1928, "Vital Results Underlie Vote 
Outcome," p. 1.
21-Letter of William Langer to Frank Vogel, Coleharbor, N.D. , 
July 3, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 19, Political File, July 
1, 1928 - August 31, 1928.
22i,etter of Frank Vogel, Coleharbor, N.D. , to Langer, July 5, 
1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 19, Political File, July 1, 1928 
- August 31, 1928.
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The reason for the defeat became more apparent when the attitude and
work— or lack of work— on the part of William Lemke was observed. In
no uncertain manner Lemke told Senator Frazier:
When you go out campaigning, oppose the opposition, and say very 
little about individuals on your own ticket. For instance, you 
certainly can not say much for Bill Langer, because someone in 
the audience may read a portion of his book that he wrote about 
you and the rest of us.23
Undaunted by the defeat, and certainly much wiser to the ways of 
political warfare, Langer looked ahead to the time when he would be 
directing the activities of the Nonpartisan League. A note of condo­
lence came from J. J. Bertram, a Towner, North Dakota, hardware man, 
with an insertion by his wife: "Yes, Mr. Langer, I am sorry to know you 
lost out but such is the world. You see I won't be able to shake hands 
at the [ball] with the Governor. Langer replied:
You tell Mr. Bertram . . . that I didn't say it [Governor's 
Ball] would be in 1928 . . . there will be another election in 
1930, 1932, and 1934 and that we will still be young enough to 
be on hand in 1956. We are going to have that Governor's Ball 
including all the eats at the penitentiary.25
The disastrous defeat for the Nonpartisan League in the 1928 
June primary election was due to factional interests. Reorganization 
was obviously needed. Roy W. Frazier, Crosby, North Dakota, wrote to 
William Langer about his reorganizations! plan and suggested that the
“̂ Letter of William Lemke to Lynn J. Frazier, April 18, 1928, in 
William Lemke Papers (Orin G. Libby Historical Collection, University of 
North Dakota), File 7 - 1926-1933, A 13 7/5 1928.
^Letter of J. J. Bertram, Towner, N.D. , to Langer, July 5, 1928, 
in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 19, Political File, July 1, 1928 - 
August 31, 1928.
^Letter 0f William Langer to J. J. Bertram, Towner, N.D., July
9, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 19, Political File, July 1,
1928 - August 31, 1928.
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state executive committee of the Nonpartisan League, and all candidates 
meet at the McKenzie Hotel in Bismarck, to give the new plan considera­
tion. His plan called for: (1) a new platform leaving out the bank 
plank (as.it related to branch banks); (2) candidates pledged to carry 
out the New League platform; (3) a campaign manager with experience who 
will work with all factions; (4) a few dollars to start organizers to 
reorganize the league for future campaigns and repayment made of the 
initial financing.Langer's acceptance by and identification with 
the League was becoming politically stronger. He wrote from his Bis­
marck address: "I will be here.1,2 ̂
Out of the preliminary reorganizational effort a proposal by 
Langer called for the establishment of a "Progressive newspaper" in 
North Dakota.2  ̂ The League state executive committee, after some serious 
consideration, agreed that Langer purchase a going paper. The Nonparti­
sans League, however, which lacked money to finance even reorganization, 
could hardly have purchased a newspaper. And because of this predica­
ment, the state committee agreed that Langer should advance all the 
money necessary to get the League and the paper going. He was to take 
the risk of getting it back if and when the League succeeded. The money 
used was to earn 6 per cent interest, but the money donated earlier was *9
^Letter of R. W. Frazier, Crosby, N.D., to Langer, July 7,
1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 19, Political File, July 1, 1928 
- August 31, 1928.
^Letter of William Langer to R. W. Frazier, Crosby, N.D. , July
9, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 19, Political File, July 1,
1928 - August 31, 1928.
2^Form letter from J. H. Sinclair to "The Progressives of North
Dakota," July 19, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 19, Political
File, July 1, 1928 - August 31, 1928.
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not to be considered.^9 Langer had little inclination to gamble on
such a venture and came up with a financing plan which did not involve
a personal outlay of funds: He schemed:
When ten thousand people have subscribed to the proposed daily 
newspaper, then I plan to get the very best business manager 
possible and I shall expect to pay him a large enough salary 
to get first class management and I am enough of a business 
man myself to know whether or not I am getting it.^O
The final decision regarding the start of newspaper publication rested 
with Langer. And it appeared that the undertaking of such a project 
would have to be delayed until "actual cash money in the bank sufficient 
to warrant its continuation" was on hand.-^
Langer did receive some encouragement in his attempts to start 
the newspaper. Congressman J. H. Sinclair wrote in his form letter:
"I most heartily endorse the proposal of William Langer to establish a 
progressive newspaper in this state. John Andrews of St. Paul, Minne­
sota, was more guarded in his thoughts about Langer's efforts with the 
newspaper: "Undoubtedly you will be skinned alive and base motives
attributed to your actions, but your courage and nerve will never be
29paper on "Irregularities Charged In Use of Pardon Board and 
Governor Position; Langer Affairs," investigation conducted by a commit­
tee (Mr. Hanley, interrogator) appointed by General Committee of Fif­
teen as authorized by the Legislature, 1933, in Langer Papers, Box 84, 
Folder 2, Miscellaneous Political File, 1930.
^Letter of William Langer to Mr. C. J. Carlson, Watford City, 
N.D., August 6, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 5, Political File, 
Establish Newspaper, See Index, August 1925 - September 1928.
^Letter of William Langer to Victor Johnson, Grand Forks, N.D., 
August 13, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 5, Political File, 
Establish Newspaper, See Index August 1925 - September 1928.
^^Form letter of J. H. Sinclair to "The Progressives of North
Dakota," July 19, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 19, Political
File, July 1, 1928 - August 31, 1928.
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questioned by your worst traducers, and it never has been in North 
Dakota."33 But, Andrews encouragingly concluded: "Turn on the light, 
Bill, even if it is only a candle! I tried to do it, but was unable to 
pay for the candle more than one year. You have the means, and what is 
more, the men with you."34
hanger, in the interest of his political future and the building
of a political machine, strongly believed that the establishment of a
progressive newspaper was essential, declaring:
. . .  it is the children that we want to get this paper to.
They will be the future citizens and voters and unless we get 
such a paper as this to them, they will become reactionaries 
from reading again and again the reactionary newspapers,33
At this point Langer immediately began to look for someone to
organize the paper. He recalled that Peter Aarhus had been one of Town-
ley's leading salesmen in the hey-day of the League. After an initial
contact, Aarhus came to Bismarck in July, 1928.3  ̂ Langer employed him:
. . .  to cover the State with a view of ascertaining the will 
of the Leaguers and other progressives in the State as to the 
advisability and probable success in their respective districts 
in regard to obtaining subscriptions.3^
33Letter 0f John Andrews, St. Paul, Minn., to Langer, August 11, 
1928, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 5, Political File, Establish News­
paper, See Index, August 1925 - September 1928.
34Ibid.
33Letter of William Langer to Peter J. Erickson, Williston, N.D., 
August 17, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 5, Political File, 
Establish Newspaper, See Index, August 1925 - September 1928.
3f̂ Paper on Investigation, p. 7.
^ L e t t e r  of William Langer to Axel Strom, Willison, N.D., Au g ­
ust 14, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 5, Political File, Estab­
lish Newspaper, See Index, August 1925 - September 1928.
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His salary was set at $350.00 a month plus $150.00 for expenses. Aarhus 
had the responsibility to hire a number of men; Langer, in a majority of 
the cases, paid their salary out of his own pocket.38
Subscribers to the paper were to pay an initial subscription fee 
of $10.00 with a $30.00 balance to be paid at later specified dates. To 
Langer this was a ginding subscription contract because he knew that a 
$30,000 investment in a plant had to have financing for a period of 
three or four years to make it profitable.^9
When the information spread around the state that Langer intended 
to start publication of a progressive daily paper, the opponents asked: 
"Organizing the paper? For what?"^ Langer contended that "a daily 
paper such as we will establish . . . will be of immense help in our 
fight against selfish interests now robbing the common people at every 
turn.
Not everyone was convinced that his motives in starting the 
newspaper were completely unselfish. The Devils Lake Journal stated 
that "most of the daily papers of the state are progressive: the only 
trouble is that the leaders of the League are unable to dictate to them." 
Furthermore, the paper suggested that "newspapers managed by politicians
38paper on Investigation, p. 7.
39Letter of William Langer to Andy Fadness, Churches Ferry, N.D., 
August 22, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 5, Political File, 
Establish Newspaper, See Index, August 1925 - September 1928.
4QThe Valley City Times Record, August 6, 1928.
4lForm letter of William Langer, n.d., in Langer Papers, Box 16, 
Folder 19, Political File, July 1, 1928 - August 31, 1928.
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must necessarily be partial in news and editorials. The Valley City 
Times Record speculated:
If the contemplated daily is not to further the interests of 
Langer and some others who want to put over that $25,000,000 
bond issue to pay back bank depositors who have lost money in 
insolvent banks. It has been said that Mr. Langer has the 
making of a million or two on this proposition if the bond 
issue goes through. Mr. Langer is a real worker when he sees 
something in sight for Langer, but his real interest in the 
dear people should be taken with a grain of salt.^
George J. Heinze of the People's Opinion Printing Company pointed out 
the possibility of another motive when he queried Langer: "I can not 
fathom a daily newspaper at this stage of the game, unless it is for 
the two years hence political fight, and if so, it must be that the gov­
ernorship is still uppermost with you.
Subscriptions for the paper sold quite readily during the summer 
months, but not at the rate Langer had hoped. No plans had been made to 
start publication prior to the November general election.^ Then, after 
the setback for the Nonpartisan League in the November 5 election it 
became very difficult to sell subscriptions. a Nevertheless, Langer
^The Devils Lake Journal, August 6, 1928.
43xhe Valley City Times Record, August 6, 1928.
44Letter of George J. Heinze, Valley City, N.D., to Langer, Sep­
tember 10, 1928, Box 16, Folder 20, Political Correspondence File, Sep­
tember 1, 1928 - December 31, 1928.
45Letter of William Langer to Mrs. J. H. Haverstraw, Pleasant 
Lake, N.D., August 10, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 5, Politi­
cal File, Establish Newspaper, See Index, August 1925 - September 1928.
46Letter of Andy Fadness, Churches Ferry, N.D., to Langer, Nov­
ember 14, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 6, Political File,
Establish Newspaper, See Index, August 1925 - September 1928.
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continued to push for the paper in spite of the facing favorable
response to the sales effort. George Heinze noted that the other state
papers were writing about the efforts of Langer as he sought to enter
the newspaper field. He repeated to Langer:
. . . they know that Bill is always 'good copy' for the people 
know you are always doing something and whether they agree with 
you or not, they like to see someone trying. Keep it up, it's 
good reading anyway to see how they either harpoon you or 
sprout your wings for y o u . ^
Langer began to look elsewhere for ways in which to print and 
send out the newspaper to subscribers. The Scripps-Howard people had 
been contacted concerning handling the paper, but the syndicate gave 
the request little consideration. Langer then wrote to Tom Moodie in 
Mohall, North Dakota asking:
. . . what do you think about get [sic] the same ones that run 
The St. Paul Dispatch, the Riddle boys from New York, whom John 
Andrews says are very Progressive. I am going to reply [sic] 
entirely on yourself, John Andrews, and French, as you will 
know I know nothing about this newspaper game. I am going to 
do my very best to raise the money, turn it over to you fellows 
to do with what you think best.1̂
In the late summer of 1929 about $15,000 had been received 
49through subscriptions. The stock market crash of October of the same 
year left most of the people financially short, and it became *2
^Letter of George J. Heinze, Valley City, N.D., to Langer, 
December 12, 1928, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 6, Political File, 
Establish Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
^Letter of William Langer to Tom Moodie, Mohall, N.D., April
2, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political File, Establish 
Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 1920.
^Letter of William Langer to Senator Lynn J. Frazier, Washing­
ton, D.C., September 18, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 21, 
Political File, October 1, 1929 - November 22, 1929.
42
exceedingly difficult to gain subscribers for the paper.^ When let­
ters started to come in seeking a $10.00 refund of the initial fee, 
Langer abandoned the idea of a League daily newspaper. The stock 
answer for some people was: "I do not know just what the arrangements 
will be, and how the money is returned, except I know you will get your 
money back shortly."-^ To the people, however, who were politically 
important to Langer he wrote a different letter. It read: "The Plat­
form Committee decided to abandon the newspaper, and therefore, I am 
returning to you your ten dollars for subscription."^
Langer became irritated with the voices of wisdom when the sub­
scription program fell short of the goal. Senator Gerald P. Nye wrote 
Langer several times and suggested that he turn the collected money 
over to Gunvaldson of The Normanden in Fargo. It was a weekly paper 
with its stock controlled by the League. Langer would have none of it 
because the subscribers "were promised a daily p a p e r . A  better rea­
son for Langer's deafness to such a proposition may be found in his 
growing conviction that if anything were going to be accomplished one 
man had to be in charge. He had no thoughts about relinquishing the 
control to any man or group. The League executive committee, Langer 
related:
^Blackorby, Prairie Rebel, p. 174.
^Letter of William Langer to Alfred H. McCoy, Surrey, N.D., 
December 2, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political File, 
Establish Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
-^Letter of William Langer to Honorable Robert Larson, Minot, 
N.D., December 13, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political 
File, Establish Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
5%aper on Investigation, p. 11.
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. . . asked me to get busy in assisting in the reorganization.
It was determined that one man from every country is to be 
appointed on a committee and nothing is to be left undone to 
get some real action. . . .  I believe the fight can be made 
successful that way.-^
William Langer felt that the time had come to branch out and 
woo other progressive minded people and groups to strengthen the League 
and ultimately his political position. After the political defeats of 
1920 and 1928, he recognized a need for greater and broader support.
Max W. Lauder, a Wahpeton attorney, observed that "Mr. Langer has plans 
to capture the Republican party in this s t a t e . " . . .  The people of 
the state are out of sympathy with the radical League program on the one 
hand and have in a measure lost confidence in the judgment and even sin­
cerity of the I. V. A. on the other,"^6 so wrote John Magill in encour­
aging Langer's new efforts. Langer himself had measured optimism when 
he confided to Charles Verrett: "I do not know how Bill Lemke is stand­
ing, and as to Townley, I hardly think he will damage us very much." 
Langer added the information that the organizational work in the state 
under Aarhus, was progressing with notable gains made in Bottineau and 
Rolette counties. ^
^Letter of William Langer to R. R. Smith, Bottineau, N.D., in 
Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political File, Establish Newspaper,
See Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
^Letter of Max W. Lauder, Wahpeton, N.D., to George E. Wallace, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 2, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 16,
Folder 22, Political File, October 1, 1929 - November 22, 1929.
^Letter Df John Magill, Verona, N.D. , delegate to I.V.A. Con­
vention at Jamestown, N.D., to Langer, October 9, 1929, in Langer Papers, 
Box 16, Folder 22, Political File, October 1, 1929 - November 22, 1929.
^Letter of William Langer to Charles A. Verret, Cando, N.D., 
October 9, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 22, Political File, 
October 1, 1929 - November 22, 1929.
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About the time it became evident that the proposed daily news­
paper for the League was not going to materialize, Langer made the 
first of several moves to establish his position further in securing 
control of the League and to remove those who might have a negative 
influence. Langer dismissed Peter Aarhus who was doing organizational 
work. For some time Aarhus had irritated Langer with numerous letters 
for money which he claimed he had coming for services performed. Upon 
his release, Aarhus retorted:
After all I have done to help patch up your differences with 
the League; and the hardships worked upon my family in the 
spending of $700 for cars for organizers to travel over the 
country to collect money and to carry on a campaign to make 
you governor of North Dakota that's good NE - CE PAS. ^
Langer had had to handle several lawsuits for Aarhus during the League 
organizational days and this, Langer concluded, was not in the best 
interest of the "new" League. On October 26, 1929, Langer sent a tele­
gram to Aarhus stating: " . . .  other arrangements have been made to do 
the work you have been doing and you can therefore govern yourself 
accordingly.
Aarhus was not through. He contacted Attorney Peter B. Garberg 
of Fargo to bring suit against Langer. Langer insisted that the charges 
were false. Furthermore, he stated: "The fellow you mentioned over *15
^Letter 0f Peter L. Aarhus, Fargo, N.D., to Langer, December
15, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political File, Establish 
Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
^Telegram from William Langer to P. L. Aarhus, Fargo, N.D.,
October 26, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political File,
Establish Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
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the phone owes me more than he will ever pay so don't rely upon any
assignment. "^0 Garberg relayed the indictment stating:
During the time Mr. Aarhus worked for you he used $700.00 of 
Mrs. Aarhus money she had on deposit in the Metropolitan 
Building and Loan Association. The assignment of $1,025.00 
against you is to be used in paying off the $700.00 and to 
apply on further payments that Aarhus is to make to his wife 
[divorce settlement].
She [Mrs. Aarhus] feels that Aarhus has this money coming and 
she needs it to maintain the family, as they have six children. 
She is very much embittered by the reason of the fact that she 
feels that Pete left a good job to go out on this political 
work and squandered $700.00 of her money and received no pay.^l
Garberg informed Langer that the suit would be started unless they
heard from him. To rid himself once and for all of Aarhus, Langer
wrote a formal note to him on November 4, 1929. He directed:
You are hereby advised that your services have been and are now 
dispensed with and you may consider yourself removed or fired 
which ever suits you best. The chief reason being that that is 
for the good of the organization in which I hired you to assist 
me. 62
Aarhus shot back a reply:
. . . you owe the people a public apology. Seven hundred dol­
lars is quite a contribution for a woman to make toward your 
campaign for governor. Thousands of leaguers doubt you are 
worth that much and feel that you should refund that money.^
^Letter of William Langer to Peter B. Garberg, Fargo, N.D., 
November 4, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political File, 
Establish Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
^Letter of Peter B. Garberg, Fargo, N.D., to Langer, Bismarck, 
N.D., November 5, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political 
File, Establish Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
^Letter of William Langer to Peter L. Aarhus, Fargo, N.D. , 
November 4, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 18, Folder 17, Guaranty Fund 
Commission, May 1, 1929 - December 31, 1929.
^Telegram from Peter L. Aarhus, Valley City, N.D., to Langer, 
December 17, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political File, 
Establish Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
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Aarhus was determined that this type of treatment called for 
the political destruction of Langer. He poured out his heart to Walter 
Maddock, the one he thought could finish the political ambition of 
Langer. Acrimoniously Aarhus wrote: "A lot of water has run under the 
bridge since William Langer the 'double-crosser' started his scheme to 
reorganize the League, to make himself Governor of North Dakota.
Aarhus claimed Langer "used" him to have a retraction printed in the 
Courier-News which Langer hoped would enhance his political future. 
Aarhus also stated that he worked on law suits against closed banks and 
Langer got the money. Another charge claimed Langer reneged on an 
agreement to pay a $2.00 sales commission on a subscription to the pro­
posed League paper and sought instead to have the League pay the fee. 
Aarhus further contended when a car was needed for Andy Fadness to con­
tinue League organizational work he (Aarhus) sold his car and bought a 
new model "A" Ford for Fadness. Also, Aarhus' wife's money was used 
and never returned. All of these transactions were carried out on the 
basis of Langer's promise to provide cars for his salesmen, but the 
promises were not kept. Because of this it was impossible for Aarhus 
to believe that the League had given Langer the power of attorney.^
In spite of the Aarhus incident, the reorganization of the Non­
partisan League continued into the late months of 1929 and early 1930. 
The state executive committee called a meeting for November 26, 1929, 
at 9:00 a.m., at the Patterson Hotel in Bismarck. The organization *65
^Letter of Peter L. Aarhus, Fargo, N.D., to Walter Maddock, 
Bismarck, N.D., December 24, 1929, in Langer Papers, Box 16, Folder 23, 
Political File, November 23, 1929 - December 31, 1929.
65 Ibid.
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faced the problem of trying to establish unity between key members.
Part of this problem carried over from the 1928 election. Also, there 
appeared no sign of the organization attracting support from those 
judged most likely to be interested. To arouse interest from the local 
areas the leaders created a platform committee composed of one man from 
each county in the state. The new plan directed each precinct to raise 
a specified amount of money by February 15, 1930 with the annual dues 
set at $5.00— "or any donation." An appeal went out once again to key 
Nonpartisan League members to help raise money for the organization. 
Also, new officers were elected for the state executive committee with 
Langer securing the post of treasurer. ^  Nonetheless, Langer appeared 
to be very disturbed over the turn of events in 1930 and the almost com­
plete apathy on the part of those whom he thought should be supporting 
the League reorganization. In feigned disinterest he wrote: "I am not 
taking much interest in politics as I haven't the time . . ."68 when 
John Wylie, of Wylie Piano Company, noted from numerous newspaper 
accounts Langer's interest in the governorship and presented the case *7
66Letter of State Executive Committee Nonpartisan League of 
North Dakota, Roy W. Frazier, Crosby, N.D., Chairman; Fred Argast, Mof- 
fit, N.D., Vice-Chairman; and C. 0. Anderson, Page, N.D., Secretary- 
Treasurer, to Peter Rausch, Raleigh, N.D., November 5, 1929, in Langer 
Papers, Box 22, Folder 7, Political File, Establish Newspaper, See 
Index, April 1929 - March 1930.
6^Form letter of State Executive Committee Nonpartisan League 
of North Dakota, William B. Falconer, Chairman; Ella C. Boise, Secre­
tary; William Langer, Treasurer, n.d., in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder
7, Political File, Establish Newspaper, See Index, April 1929 - March 
1930.
^Letter of William Langer to Minnie Craig, Esmond, N.D., Janu­
ary 2, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 9, Political File,
January 1, 1930 - February 2, 1930.
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to him.69 Langer's reply was again a denial: "I am not a serious can­
didate as you likely saw in the Fargo Forum yesterday."70 Part of the 
reason behind Langer's attitude came to light when he realized that the 
League had no real power, no one individual politically strong enough 
to dictate and direct to whom the "political plums" should go. To 
Langer this was all important for the success of the League and for his 
political future. In disgust he wrote:
I have done everything I possibly could do for the Progressive 
Cause and I can't do anymore. When Mr. Nye trys [sic] to elect 
Mr. Lynner governor of the State and Mr. Lynner has just gotten 
back from being a delegate to the I. V. A. convention at James­
town, you will have to pardon me if I, as a Leaguer, become 
wrathy over it.
When Mr. Nye, instead of giving Thoreson a job, sees to it that 
Bill Green and Mr. Lawrence, two of the leading I. V. A.'s in 
Fargo gets jobs paying $750.00 to $1,200.00 a year, you will 
have to excuse me if I start to protest. You know I never have 
asked Nye for anything in my life, and I don't want anything.
There isn't a thing that he could give me that I want.
I believe in the Nonpartisan League and I believe in organiza­
tion, and the most a man could do is to put a Leaguer in 
office.
When Langer was approached for financial support of the Nonpartisan
cause in 1930, the bitter feeling carried over. He wrote:
I checked up just exactly what I paid out for the Nonpartisan 
League under Frazier, Argast, and Anderson, and I find it is 
just a few dollars short of $5,000.00 including the newspaper.
^Letter of J. M. Wylie, Jamestown, N.D., to Langer, February 6 
1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 10, Political File, February 3, 
1930 - May 31, 1930.
^Letter of William Langer to J. M. Wylie, Jamestown, N.D., Feb 
ruary 10, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 10, Political File, 
February 3, 1930 - May 31, 1930.
^Letter of William Langer to Mrs. J. H. Haverstraw, Pleasant 
Lake, N.D., February 19, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 10, 
Political File, February 3, 1930 - May 31, 1930.
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That represents a total loss to me personally. . . .  I can't 
afford to put any more money aside from the donation I have 
already made in this campaign.^
Subsequent letters to Langer requesting continued financial assistance 
received no response.
The 1930 election did not go well for the League candidates.
E. H. Brandt of Emmons County, brought in by William Lemke as a compro­
mise candidate over the hopeful Langer and Thoreson, suffered defeat as 
the gubernatorial office seeker. J Shortly after the election talk cir­
culated about incorporating the League and I. V. A. into the Progres­
sive Republican party. The name of the Nonpartisan League seemed no 
longer to be a voter attraction. At this point Langer's political 
ingenuity went to work. Harry N. Tucker from Steele contacted Langer 
stating that a move was underway to start a "new group." Tucker noted 
that "the prevailing opinion is that we should not get any that are to 
[sic] pronounced Nonpartisan or I. V. A. especially at the start.
Tucker wanted Langer's ideas about this new group and also suggestions 
as to good Progressives who would be acceptable to the men who would 
likely attend the initial meeting. Tucker believed that the charter 
members should be the type of men who would not expect the organization 
to put them into office, but at the same time be men that could be
^Letter 0f William Langer to Mrs. Emma C. Nagle, Secretary- 
Treasurer, North Dakota Nonpartisan League Executive Committee, James­
town, N.D., April 16, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 10, Polit­
ical File, February 3, 1930 - May 31, 1930.
^Blackorby, Prairie Rebel, p. 175.
^Letter of H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D., to Langer, May 6, 1930, 
in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 10, Political File, February 3, 1930 - 
May 31, 1930.
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supported if the group thought they had ability.7  ̂ Laager replied: "I 
will go over the matter carefully, and you will hear from me again 
shortly."76
Tucker moved along with his work of making initial contacts for 
an organization meeting. A form letter was sent to "Dear Associates" on 
July 9, 1930, conveying the thought that "the I. V. A. and Nonpartisans 
are ready to crack and it is time that some one start something."77 The 
lineup of potential members appeared quite impressive, but the problem 
was to get them to the Jamestown meeting. The "Dear Associates" turned 
out to be Senator Kaldor, who was to be responsible for three representa­
tive men; C. H. Simpson, who was to contact Judge Cole and three more 
men; William Langer, who was to get Torger Sinness and three men; and E. 
A. Buss, who was to get three or four farmers from eastern Foster County. 
Tucker's purpose for the meeting was to assemble dependable men through 
whom they could "judge the sentiment of the people of this state."78 
This assessment group would have lawyers, bankers, life insurance agents, 
grain men, farmers, merchants, and men from other walks of life.79
76Ibid.
76Letter of William Langer to H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D., May 8, 
1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 10, Political File, February 3, 
1930 - May 31, 1931.
77Letter of H. N. Tucker, Napoleon, N.D., to "Dear Associates," 
July 9, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 




Tucker set the meeting for the Plusher Hotel, Jamestown, Monday,
July 21, 1930 at 6:00 p.m. sharp.^ Before the day of the meeting
Langer made his thoughts known concerning the membership of the group.
Langer did not want a Mr. Thompson of Cooperstown, North Dakota, there
81"as he is opposed to me." Also, Tucker sensed Langer's eagerness to
get the organization moving and ready for the fall general election,
but he did not share such optimistic plans. Tucker wrote:
We are to [sic] weak to take any part in the campaign this fall 
[and] consider it best not to take any stand at all . . . but 
get it organized and then let the members decide later what 
they want.
It appears to me that it is best that it be known as originat­
ing from men in the Red River Valley, and let them take the 
glory if any and also the kick.^
To the assembled members Tucker cited the different problems they faced 
and the different political views and interests present, and urged each 
one to be guided by Progressive political principles in structural plan-
Q Oning for the new group. J
As the time for the organizational meeting drew near Tucker 
cautioned Langer to "use discretion at the meeting so as not to rile
^Ibid.
^Letter of William Langer to H. N. Tucker, Napoleon, N.D.,
July 9, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 
1, 1930 - December 31, 1930.
^Letter of H. N. Tucker, Napoleon, N.D., to Langer, July 11, 
1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 1930 
- December 31, 1930.
^Letter of H. N. Tucker, Napoleon, N.D., to "Dear Associates," 
July 14, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File,
June 1, 1930 - December 31, 1930.
52
factions."8  ̂ Even the matter of financing the formative work of the 
group received careful attention. Tucker presented an itemized state­
ment of $86.46 for his expenses, but he discreetly wrote to Langer: "I 
am not asking you for any money for anyone else and we will have to 
handle this with gloves or otherwise we will hurt ourselves."85 it 
appears later that Langer had committed himself to financial support, 
at least partially.
Evidently Langer did not make the July 21 meeting. Tucker 
wrote a bit later stating that the meeting was profitable, and he indi­
cated a desire to see Langer soon, saying: . . there is something I
want to discuss with you that you are interested in."®^ Later corre­
spondence repeated the desire to speak to Langer about the "political 
proposition." The group evidently had registered an interest in having 
Langer with them for at least advice and c o u n s e l . I n  Tucker's esti­
mation it seemed better for Langer to go slow and not try to lead the 
group. However, he advised: ". . .be around when they are in desper­
ate need for help. Assist the bunch, tell them that you do not want
88anything in 1932 and may not want anything." Above all, Langer 
84̂Letter of H. N. Tucker, Napoleon, N.D., to Langer, July 15, 
1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 1930 
- December 31, 1930.
86°Letter of H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D., to Langer, July 22, 
1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 1930 
- December 31, 1930.
8^Ibid., August 26, 1930.
88Ibid.
53
should "forget antagonistic feelings toward Nye."^9 Tucker felt that 
support for Nye might wane. Furthermore, he thought that "something 
may turn up that will change your [Langer's] views as politics make 
strange bed fellows."99
All of this must have pleased Langer greatly. In reply he 
stated to Tucker: "I enjoyed your letter of the 26th very much. I 
will be seeing you so soon that I won't say any more about it, but I 
was sure glad to get your letter."9'*'
As time moved along in the organizational work of the new pro­
gressive faction, Tucker's expenses mounted. He began sending letters 
to Langer requesting financial help stating: " . . .  why should I be
the goat it is as much your fight as mine and this applies to all our
92 93generals." Tucker finally did receive a contribution from Langer,
largely because Tucker told him he was going to go to the eastern part 
of North Dakota and wanted to tell the men there of Langer's contribu­
tion and good support.9  ̂ In spite of this reimbursement, Tucker
89 Ibid.
98 Ibid.
9^Letter of William Langer to H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D.,
August 28, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, 
June 1, 1930 - December 31, 1930.
92Letter of H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D., to Langer, November 16, 
1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 1930
- December 31, 1930.
"Letter of William Langer to H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D., Novem­
ber 25, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 
1, 1930 - December 31, 1930.
"Letter of H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D., to Langer, November 24, 
1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 1930
- December 31, 1930.
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thought that Langer was slow in assuming his responsibilities. He 
wrote:
You gentlemen do not realize what we are going up against in 
the reorganization of this political deal. Otherwise you 
would all put your shoulder to the wheel and give it a push, 
which you are not doing.
As I understand it you would like to be a candidate for Gover­
nor in 1932, and by your conversation in the restaurant in 
Steele a short time ago, you would consider it all right to 
start working on it. In my opinion there is not a man in 
North Dakota that is strong enough politically to make a race 
of this kind and survive. If I was an enemy of yours I would 
say to you get right after it. It will be a sure winner.
Then I would sit back and chuckle as I would watch to see 
’What a rent the envious Casca made;
Through this the well beloved Brutus stabbed;
This was the most unkindest cut of all.'
The above is just about what would happen to any man that 
would be foolish enough to throw his hat into the ring.
. . . get behind it and you will be rewarded by the amount of 
support given.^
The healing of the strained relationship with Senator Gerald P. 
Nye appeared to be the one thing vitally necessary to help Langer move 
along towards his political goals and to secure the confidence of the 
voters. At least on the surface there must be a settling of differ­
ences and to the public this would be sufficient. Tucker worked as the 
third party in establishing communication between the two antagonists. 
At a conference in the Gardner Hotel in Fargo, Senator Nye had sug­
gested to Tucker that he should "endeavor to smooth political matters
^Letter of H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D., to Langer, December 3, 
1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 1930 
- December 31, 1930. Tucker relates that in 1910 he was a junior mem­
ber of the Progressive Republican Executive Committee and A. J. Gronna 
and Tom Marshal gave $5,000 a piece to help in securing their 
nomination.
55
out with one certain man [Langer] whom [you] have a good acquaintance."-^ 
Tucker reported back that the problem had been discussed with Langer 
and "he says he is more friendly than you and some of your close friends 
are to him."97 Langer appeared willing to meet Nye halfway for the good 
of the progressive cause. Another communication to Senator Nye told of 
further conversation which Tucker had with William Langer concerning the 
problem, and the personal relationship appeared much improved when Langer 
agreed to waive personal matters "for the sake of h a r m o n y . L a n g e r  
wrote to Nye in late 1930, evidently looking ahead toward 1932, stating: 
"It is my judgment that you and I together could win this fight. There 
is a need to unite and eliminate any friction among our fellows."99 
Langer and Nye had stood afar off from each other for quite some time 
with high respect for the other's political shrewdness and power. Pride 
and envy struggled alternately until a compromise had been reached for 
mutual political benefit.
Arthur J. Gronna, son of former United States Senator, Asle J. 
Gronna, of Williston questioned the value of the new progressive move­
ment. To him it seemed that there would be a conflict with the *9
^Letter of H. N. Tucker, to Senator Gerald P. Nye, Washington, 
D.C., n.d., in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political File, Corre­
spondence with G. P. Nye, 1924 - 1932.
9 '’ibid.
^Letter of H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D., to Senator Gerald P.
Nye, Washington, D.C., November 30, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 21, 
Folder 18, Political File, Correspondence with G. P. Nye, 1924 - 1932.
^Letter of William Langer to Senator Gerald P. Nye, Washington, 
D.C., December II, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political 
File, Correspondence with G. P. Nye, 1924 - 1932.
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Nonpartisan League program, and such would invite further political dis
aster. Tucker tried to sell him on the plan "to secure enough of the
Progressive I. V. A.'s, Progressive Democrats which combined with the
Nonpartisans . . .  to make this state Progressive which it is and
should b e . S e n a t o r  Lynn J. Frazier also had some misgivings about
the political future for the Progressive element in North Dakota. He
was even fearful to the point that some subversive party, due to the
heightening depression, would gain control of the country. He wrote:
I have been of the opinion for a long time that all Progressive 
groups of North Dakota should be affiliated together under one 
organization. However, it apparently has been impossible in 
the past to do this.
If the present depression and hard times continue much longer 
and go from bad to worse as they have been doing for months it 
is not unlikely that some new party will spring into being 
that will sweep the country. There is general unrest and dis­
satisfaction which will continue to grow as long as the hard 
times exist. The newspapers carry the report that we can 
expect good times in the near future, but inasmuch as the pres­
ent conditions seem to be world wide they may at some time 
bring about a readjustment. I hope, however, that it will 
come mighty soon as conditions are mighty bad in all of our 
agricultural states and also in industrial centers.
Tucker continued to feed Langer's political ego and write for
money to help finance the work in Langer's drive for endorsement as a
candidate for governor of North Dakota. Tucker said:
I regret that you can not be at the meeting and as you forgot 
to enclose the check, I would suggest that you write me a let­
ter expressing your regrets and stating that on account of 
pressing business engagements, you can not be with us but your
lOOLetter of H. N. Tucker, Steele, N.D., to A. J. Gronna, Wil- 
liston, N.D., November 28, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, 
Political File, June 1, 1930 - December 31, 1930.
lO^Letter of Senator Lynn J. Frazier, Washington, D.C., to H.
N. Tucker, Jamestown, N.D., December 20, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22 
Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 1930 - December 31, 1930.
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best wishes are with us and that you will render us any assist­
ance that you can at any time we ask for it as long as it does 
not interfere with your business. I want to read this to the 
bunch. . . . this will do both yourself and the cause a lot 
of good and please do not forget to enclose the check as I have 
had to borrow money from friends for postage.102
Langer replied: "Enclosed find the check, and I hope you will get along 
well."103 still another letter from Tucker brought a feeling of gener­
osity to the heart of Langer. He stated:
I am enclosing a copy of a letter from Senator Frazier which I 
thought might be interesting to you. I received a letter from 
Nye stating he had had a nice letter from you and informing me 
that he expected to be in Bismarck the first part of January 
at which time, no doubt, you will see him in person.104
The good news promoted the true Christmas spirit within Langer, and the
same day he replied: "I am enclosing a check herewith, which I hope
will help out. "^5
The "smoke screen" deployed by the new Progressive Republican 
group was working to perfection in concealing, at the initial stages, 
the intent of Langer and other potential candidates for the election of 
1932. Tucker projected:
This is the way I look at it. They wanted to get a crack at 
you, but were not able to find you. This resulted, taking it
l^Letter of H. N. Tucker, Jamestown, N.D., to Langer, December 
19, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 
1930 - December 31, 1930.
■l-Ô Letter Qf William Langer to H. N. Tucker, Jamestown, N.D., 
December 23, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, 
June 1, 1930 - December 31, 1930.
■'•^Letter of H. N. Tucker, Jamestown, N.D., to Langer, December 
24, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 
1930 - December 31, 1930.
lO^Letter Qf William Langer to H. N. Tucker, Jamestown, N.D., 
December 24, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, 
June 1, 1930 - December 31, 1930.
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from a straegeical [sic] point of view, we have handed them 
something.
Since this [the new Progressive Organization] has commenced the 
opposition has been trying to poison the public with the idea 
that this was your movement. Failing to find you going to bat 
any place they have been compelled to give the news to the pub­
lic as to how it is being handled and this puts us in a much 
better position than though they had found what they wanted.
The Twichell crowd is out for your scalp if they can get it.
hanger worked every angle to court the progressive-minded lead­
ers of the state. He chided John Nystul, secretary-treasurer of Home 
Savings and Loan Association, Fargo, about not stopping in to see him 
when in Bismarck. Langer felt that independent actions and thinking 
had created a political fiasco a year ago and to avoid this the progres­
sive minded people of the state should mingle with each other and get 
better acquainted. ̂ 7
Also, Langer did not overlook the various nationality groups in 
which to build political support. Political common sense dictated that 
influential men within these groups be placed in key positions as per­
suaders in "correct" voting. Langer strongly recommended that P. P. 
Schlosser be added to "our organization." Schlosser had been a register 
of deeds in Grant County and was recognized as one of the best all 
around German leaders in this state.
lO^Letter 0f h . N. Tucker, Jamestown, N.D., to Langer, December 
27, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 11, Political File, June 1, 
1930 - December 31, 1930.
lO^Letter of William Langer to John Nystul, Fargo, N.D., March 
18, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, January 
1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
■̂ ■Ô Joint letter of Frank Vogel and William Langer to Senator
Gerald P. Nye, April 15, 1930, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12,
Political File, January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
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Even though the time for political conventions and endorsements 
was still a year away, for Langer the time had come to disengage him­
self from multiple obligations and concentrate his efforts. The con­
tacts had been made, to a great extent commitments had been obtained, 
and new political strength had been gained. The first indication from 
Langer in his easing out of the political ties with the new Progressive 
Republican faction came in a letter to H. N. Tucker. Langer stated:
You fellows who organized this Progressive Republican party will 
have to support yourself financially. I don't mind doing things 
for you personally, but these gentlemen who are sponsoring this 
proposition will have to help you out themselves.109
Tucker had nearly worn out the car Langer had given to him to carry out
his organizational work, and it was in need of repairs. To maintain
Langer’s property Tucker wrote: "I am going to buy some new tires for
the car or some good second hand ones and as it is your car I shall
expect you to pay for them."1 Langer replied: "If you guys want any
119new tires on that wagon you can go ahead and buy them yourselves."
In spite of Langer’s cooling attitude, Tucker continued to cor­
respond with estimates of public opinion toward Langer. He reported
109Letter of William Langer to H. N. Tucker, Jamestown, N.D., 
April 16, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, 
January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
llOLetter of H. N. Tucker, Courtenay, N. D., to Langer, May 8, 
1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, January 1, 
1931 - September 30, 1931.
UlLetter of H. N. Tucker, Carrington, N.D., to Langer, June 
17, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, January 
1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
H2Letter of William Langer to H. N. Tucker, Carrington, N.D.,
June 19, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File,
January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
60
that the outlook for reaching goals appeared much brighter than it did 
six months ago.-*-^ Nonetheless, Langer remained cool and negligent in 
helping to underwrite Tucker's expenses. This attitude irritated Tucker 
and he lashed out:
I have commenced to understand why you were all so anxious to 
get me to take hold of this organization proposition. You con­
sider that I am easy and that I can take an old car build it 
over as well as take a bunch of second hand politicians and 
reform them and make them all Senators, Governors, and Congress­
mans [sic], and the lord only knows what all while the rest of 
you sit back and watch the work go on.
The size of is [sic] that the car is nearly rebuilt some of our 
men are wiser than when we started out and will be pretty good 
fellows after we get them trained and asfar as you are concerned 
you have more friends than I thought you had at the start.
Sentiment is swinging back of us fast and as soon as we get some 
of our good friends in the Valley lined up we will show the 
bunch that we are the people.
The latter part of the letter placated Langer for a period, but he was 
more elated after receiving a note from Emma C. Nagle stating that Sena­
tor Nye, Senator Frazier, and Congressman Sinclair would be in Burleigh 
County on July 28th. "I will be here in the County July 28th when
Senators Nye and Frazier and Congressman Sinclair will be here," Langer
H^Letter of H. N. Tucker, Devils Lake, N.D., to Langer, June 
21, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, January 
1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
^^Letter of H. N. Tucker, Courtenay, N.D., to Langer, July 1, 
1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, January 1, 
1931 - September 30, 1931.
-^Letter of Emma C. Nagle (Secretary and Treasurer, North 
Dakota Nonpartisan League Executive Committee), Bismarck, N.D., to 
Langer, July 9, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political 
File, January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
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replied. He continued: "It will be good to meet with them."H6 in
fact, Langer was so happy over the thought of meeting with the national
political leaders from North Dakota, and what this might contribute to
his cause, that the good will spilled over to the chastised Harry
Tucker. Langer, in generosity, said: "I paid the difference on the
license [car] and the penalty and finally got it all fixed up."
They would not issue the license at first because you had 
signed as agent and they wanted it signed as individual owner­
ship. I am herewith inclosing the certificate of title.
I am going to give you a Bill of Sale to the car so that it 
will be yours. ^
Langer could write this off as a political contribution because it cer­
tainly was not a gift out of generosity to a close friend. "Aside from 
the fact that we are interested in advocating progressive measures in 
the state, we have nothing in c o m m o n , w a s  Langer's attitude toward 
Tucker.
Langer came to the conclusion that he had gotten about all the
political mileage out of Tucker and his progressive group that he could
possibly obtain and the time to disengage was at hand. He wrote:
I am hereby withdrawing my membership from the Progressive 
Republican party, sponsored by yourself and your associates 
as I have just learned that you called your organization 
meeting at Jamestown which you did not attend, when you had
^^Letter of William Langer to Emma C. Nagle, Bismarck, N.D., 
July 11, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, 
January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
^Letter of William Langer to Harry Tucker, Courtenay, N.D., 
August 3, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, 
January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
l-^Letter of William Langer to W. E. Hooper, Carrington, N.D.,
August 3, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File,
January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
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about seventy-five members instead of two hundred members 
which the articles specifically stated were to be secured 
before an organization meeting was held.-*-19
However, to protect his acquired interest with this element he stated
that he retained membership in the "old Progressive Republican
League. "12C*
Tucker made an appeal to what he hoped was Langer's better
judgment. He coaxingly wrote:
Let us be reasonable and apply common sense to everything.
Every man, to the best of my knowledge in this organization, is 
friendly to William Langer, the individual but many are not 
friendly to William Langer, the candidate for governor as he is 
taking an advance stand against his own best personal interests.
I told you that I would support you and do my best for you if 
you secured the endorsement of both of the organizations. This 
is going to be something that will be mighty hard for a man to 
secure who has been prominent in this state.^ 1
The political timetable called for Langer to secure confiden­
tial expressions from key political leaders in the state as to his 
chances for gubernatorial endorsement. Also, he invited their thoughts 
about who would be of the greatest help to the party and make up the 
strongest slate to present to the voters. Langer believed that he 
could get the endorsement for governor on the Progressive side if he 
went out after it. To obtain some support for this belief he questioned
■*•*-̂ Letter of William Langer to Harry Tucker, Jamestown, N.D., 
September 3, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, 
January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
^^xbid.
-*-2-*-Letter of Harry Tucker, Valley City, N.D. , to Langer, Septem­
ber 7, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File,
January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
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Fred Mees: "Do you believe I could beat Shafer if he ran for re-election,
or Carr?"-*-22 To Simon Nagle he confided:
Some of the Progressive Republican fellows have been quite insist­
ent lately that I run for governor of this state, and assure me 
that I can get the endorsement when the Progressives or Nonparti­
sans meet in the state convention. Do you believe that if I got 
that endorsement and had the support of Senators Frazier and Nye 
and Congressman Sinclair, that I could be elected?
Nagle felt that support from these three gentlemen would be a big help.
He stated: "If the Progressives and Nonpartisans gave their real sup­
port, half the battle would be won."124 other factors of some possible 
benefit to Langer's position could come from the waning popularity of 
Governor Shafer over his inadequate handling of the gas tax and the farm­
er's desire for economy with a reduction in taxes. Shafer had also sup­
ported the building of a short cut highway to Winnipeg (Route 44) and 
this action might cancel a lot of the I. V. A. votes from Grafton, Park 
River, Cavalier, and vicinity. Nagle continued in his long letter with 
an assessment of the times and a concealed challenge. He stated:
Something radical will have to [be] done to save the ship from 
sinking. We will not have better times next year, the little 
money the farmers have is going east, and none stays here as a 
reserve fund. The industrial big jobs have depleted the coun­
try, and there are no big jobs left at present to give work to 
the laborers.
^22Letter of William Langer to F. W. Mees, Mott, N.D., August 
21, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, January 
1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
^22Letter of William Langer to Simon F. Nagle, Glen Ullin, N.D., 
October 19, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 13, Political File, 
October 1, 1931 - December 31, 1931.
124Letter of S. J. Nagle, Glen Ullin, N.D., to Langer, October
26, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, October
1, 1931 - December 31, 1931.
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The people want a man for Governor who has common sense, who 
feels and admits the deplorable conditions we are in, who 
has a constructive platform to hold the ship above water 
until we see shore ahead of use.
. . .  I will feel around, how Shafer and Carr would run, I 
feel that the people out here do not want them, with the excep­
tion of the old stalwarts .
The evidence was mounting that the incumbents could not run on 
their record and win. This type of situation was ideal for the politi­
cal hopeful and definitely a most desirable time for Langer if he could 
only secure the endorsement of one of the stronger Republican factions: 
the Nonpartisan League or the Progressive Republicans. The correspond­
ence from Nagle was most welcome to Langer. "A fellow on the outside 
can get a much better line-up on this than a fellow who is a candidate 
for office himself, as you likely know from your own experience," so 
estimated Langer. About the same time some good news came in from
northeast North Dakota. Fritz Nelson, of the Treasury Department Inter­
nal Revenue Service, wrote:
I should have written you before, but the way things looked 
around here for a while I thought Thoreson had this northeast­
ern part of the state pretty well tucked away.
I have been staying in town a few days, and I know you can 
carry Grand Forks city.
The biggest stumbling block will be to line up the Nonpartisans 
who are elected delegates from this part of the state. I was 
out to C. 0. Swenson a week ago, and he didn't seem to know 
what to think of you. Same with Ole Knutson, he seems to have 
swung to Thoreson lately; if we can line up C. 0. [Swenson] we 
would be o.k. because he has more influence over voters,
125Ibid.
■*-2^Letter Qf William Langer to S. J. Nagle, Glen Ullin, N.D. ,
October 27, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 13, Political File,
October 1, 1931 - December 31, 1931.
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non-partisans and I. V. A.'s alike, than anybody in this and 
surrounding counties.
I believe this! We can win this election if we have the fight 
men on the ticket plus the money to put it across. Sorlie won 
because he put money into the campaign. Thoreson has not got 
the money to put into it.
They will run Shafer for third term Governor, and that will 
kill him off politically. 322
Part of Fritz Nelson's political estimation resulted from the obvious 
negative attitude of the voters around Grafton, Park River, Cavalier, 
and other towns due to Shafer's "short cut" route to Winnipeg. The new 
road diverted business away from these cities which formerly came 
through on Highway 81.^28 Such information was gratifying to Langer 
particularly because it came to him unsolicited. 32^
S. J. Nagle came back after stomping around the west and south­
west parts of the state for indications of new political sentiment. He 
reported:
You should have been at the taxpayer's meeting at New Salem . . . 
and you would have heard the real sentiment of the farmers and 
it would have helped you in your campaign speeches, to go to the 
heart of your hearers.
. . . some of the old stalwarts of Glen Ullin do not want Shafer.
. . . you will be a big winner if you get the right sentiment 
into your speeches.^®
^22Letter of Fritz Nelson, Grand Forks, N.D., to Langer, October 
9, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, January 1, 
1931 - September 30, 1931.
128Ibid.
■^Letter Qf William Langer to Fritz Nelson, Grand Forks, N.D., 
October 18, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 12, Political File, 
January 1, 1931 - September 30, 1931.
130Letter of S. J. Nagle, Glen Ullin, N.D., to Langer, October
29, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 13, Political File, October
1, 1931 - December 31, 1931.
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A happy Langer replied: "The situation is lining up all right."333
An issue promoted on the national level as well as on state and 
local levels, the repeal of the 18th amendment, encouraged temperance 
organizations to support William Langer. His reputation as a prohibi­
tion law-enforcing attorney general won him the respect of these agen­
cies. F. T. Watkins, a former president yet definitely an influential 
member of the North Dakota Enforcement League, declared: "After think­
ing over the talk we had in the Lucas restaurant the other day, have 
decided to cast in with you in the matter of your election for Governor 
in 1932."132
Langer's political scrambling did not go by unnoticed by a num­
ber of political opponents. His motives, at least to them, were quite 
evident. H. F. Swett remarked to William Lemke: "I have been watching 
the maneuvers of 'our friend Bill' at Bismarck to get the League 
endorsement for governor. The political strength he has acquired must 
be taken into consideration."333 Swett also observed that if Walter 
Maddock came up with the endorsement it would play into the hands of 
Langer. Maddock had run on the Democratic ticket two years ago and 
Swett thought the people would remember this. Swett further remarked:
333Letter of William Langer to S. J. Nagle, Glen Ullin, N.D., 
October 29, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 13, Political File, 
October 1, 1931 - December 31, 1931.
332Letter of F. T. Watkins, Regan, N.D., to Langer, November 7, 
1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 13, Political File, October 1, 
1931 - December 31, 1931.
333Letter of H. F. Swett, Steele, N.D., to William Lemke, Janu­
ary 5, 1932, in Lemke Papers, File 7 - 1926-1933; A 13 7/19, 1932, Jan.
- April.
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"If you can think of anything worse [Maddock’s endorsement] for the 
League of North Dakota than that, you must have a fine imagination. "-*-34 
Langer believed that some last minute filling in the gaps, or 
healing of the breaches, was in the offing which would be to his polit­
ical advantage. H. N. Tucker, the hopefully persistent new Progressive 
Republican organizer, relayed to Langer, who in turn confided in friend 
Frank Vogel, that
A prominent member and leader in the Nonpartisan organization 
has written me asking for us to appoint a committee to confer 
with a committee from their organization, to see if we can work 
out a plan whereby there will be no friction between the two 
organizations. I think this has come about at an opportune 
time.135
Also, Usher L. Burdick was attempting to serve in the role of peace­
maker between dismissed P. L. Aarhus and former employer Langer. Bur­
dick was in the process of publishing a weekly paper called The Times 
and he needed some money to continue publication. He requested $50.00 
from Langer and in return promised an attempt "to heal the breach 
between you and P. L. Aarhus." Burdick’s opinion was: "Pete is a 
good fellow and so are you and I want to get this trouble ironed out."-1-50 
Langer evaded the Aarhus problem, but naively replied:
I am doing absolutely nothing along political lines for the rea­
son that, as you know, the League rules provide that there shall
134Ibid.
133Letter of William Langer to Frank Vogel, Bismarck, N.D., 
November 30, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 13, Political File, 
October 1, 1931 - December 31, 1931.
■^Letter of Usher L. Burdick, Fargo, N.D., to Langer, November
19, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 13, Political File, October
1, 1931 - December 31, 1931.
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be no active candidates. I am going to abide by the League 
rules, but I want to go into the matter thoroughly when I see 
you.
To Langer's way of thinking some people just had to be approached dif­
ferently and worked with a bit longer in the "selling" for political 
support. The memories of past experiences, where there had been a lack 
of political unity during the campaign, were ever present with Langer 
and the closer endorsement came the more forgiving he became for 
political expediency.
Langer raced ahead in last minute activities to capture the Non­
partisan delegates to the state convention. The political work during 
the "silent years" of 1920 to 1928, along with the establishment of a 
lucrative law practice in Bismarck, had all been completed. A skeleton 
organization existed and it now remained to put life into the machine. 
The plan was to have two or three men or women in each precinct meet 
and elect the one main delegate. To Langer the acceptable precinct 
representatives were those lined up by his county workers. An early
assessment of Langer's political following revealed that everything was 
shaping up quite well in nearly every county. In Cass, Lemke and 
Lynner were fighting for the honors, Thoreson had Barnes sewed up, and 
Towner County was lost to Langer because "he got stuck in the snow."
He had missed meeting the county organizer before the Nonpartisan con­
vention. The northeastern part of the state even offered some *14
1-^Letter of William Langer to Usher L. Burdick, Fargo, N.D., 
December 28, 1931, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 13, Political File, 
October 1, 1931 - December 31, 1931.
l^Letter of William Langer to Fritz Nelson, Internal Revenue 
Dept., Fargo, N.D., January 27, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder
14, Political File, January 1, 1932 - February 28, 1932.
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encouragement with Pembina and Walsh committed. Grank Forks, Nelson, 
and Ramsey could be counted on for one vote each; but Rolette met under 
the old by-laws and went a s t r a y . M i n o t  attorney, P. D. Norton, told 
Langer that Ward County favored Walter Maddock for governor, but his job 
with the Farmers Union paid a good salary and the gamble for the state 
office might bring him a loss. He could be "talked" to. Norton 
suggested:
I have in mind, Bill, that you and Maddock should be able to 
get together and work together . . . talk things over person­
ally with Maddock before the meeting of the convention next 
week . . . either you or some mutual close friends.^®
Norton's feelings were that if Maddock could be persuaded to stay on his
present job then Thoreson of Grand Forks would be Langer's main opponent
at the convention.
Lemke's "watchdog," H. F. Swett, noted that their "friend Bill" 
was making overtures to anybody and everybody who might have a possible 
vote. And he added: "It seems to me that it would be a deed well done 
for North Dakota if he is sent back to his private law practice once and 
for all."^^ This is exactly what Lemke would like to have done, but 
the League leaders adamantly held their ground and stated that under no
■^^Letter Qf William Langer to John Williams, Washburn, N.D., 
February 9, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 14, Political File, 
January 1, 1932 - February 28, 1932.
1^°Letter of P. D. Norton, Minot, N.D., to Langer, February 26, 
1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 14, Political File, January 1, 
1932 - February 28, 1932.
141Ibid.
l^Letter Qf h . F. Swett, Steele, N.D., to William Lemke, Feb­
ruary 25, 1932, in Lemke Papers, File 7 - 1926-1933; A 13 7/19, 1932, 
Jan.-April.
70
circumstances would they surrender the prerogative in naming a guberna­
torial candidate. If there came an agreement of full cooperation, a 
compromise with the Progressive Republican Committee of Fifteen might 
be considered to permit the progressives to name the second candidate 
for congressman.
The election of Oscar E. Erickson over 0. H. Olson as the Non­
partisan League Convention Chairman, March 3, 1932, was marked with con­
troversy. The margin of victory was one vote. An article in the Fargo 
Forum charged that Irvin B. Kruger, a labor man from Fargo with no dele­
gate credentials, was elected from the floor to serve as a delegate, and 
his vote brought victory to Oscar Erickson. This gave Langer an import­
ant initial victory at the convention because Erickson supported Langer. 
Olson was a Thoreson man.-*-^
Langer sought to remove his opposition from the race for the nod 
of gubernatorial endorsement by offering to Lynner of Fargo, a congres­
sional nomination if he transferred his followers to himself. This prom­
ise was never fulfilled because William Lemke obtained the nomination. 
Lemke had too many old faithful followers in the state and also held 
national prominence, due to his work in farm legislation, for the con­
vention to repudiate him in favor of Lynner.
Many League members had little desire to send out Langer for the 
governorship, but the "old timers" like Dell Patterson, Renville County
143crand Forks Herald, March 2, 1932, p. 1.
^ ^ Fargo Forum, March 18, 1932, "Fargo Labor Scores Report,"
p. 8.
l^Blackorby, Prairie Rebel, p. 177.
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senator; Dave Hamilton, McHenry County Senator; and Frank Vogel, former 
League leader on the floor of the House of Representatives, had less 
enthusiasm for Thoreson. They remembered that Thoreson had secured the 
endorsement over their favorite, Walter Maddock, in the 1928 nomination 
for the governor's office, So this time they let it be known with
finality that the League faction would select the candidate for governor 
of North D a k o t a . V o g e l  filed a minority report, supported by Patter­
son and three other Langer men, which rejected the majority report from 
the appointing committee made up of League and Progressive Republican 
d e l e g a t e s . T o  them it was Langer or no one.
The influence of William Langer upon the convention's nominating 
and endorsement agenda became plainly evident. The general practice in 
the past had been to name the candidates for the Senate and House posts 
first. The most important offices took precedence so that there could 
be a lining up of lesser officials who would cooperate in policy and 
program. Langer had this procedure changed so that the matter of the 
gubernatorial test would come first and the congressional contest 
second. This certainly was a political slap particularly at Senator 
Nye. If Langer obtained the endorsement first, no deals could be made 
against him, or with him. Langer would be in the "driver's s e a t .  " ^ 9
^•^Fargo Forum, March 5, 1932, "Indorse Lemke For Congress,"
p . 6.
^ ^ Fargo Forum, March 6, 1932, "Nonpartisan's Convention to 
Provide Gossip In Years Ahead," p. 1.
148Fargo Forum, March 3, 1932, "Political Traders Drop Langer, 
Lemke Names," p. 1.
^^Grand Forks Herald, March 3, 1932, p. 1.
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Such a breach of political protocol rankled a goodly number of Nonpar­
tisan League leaders as well as the influential people in the Progres­
sive Republican faction. Regardless of this their feelings did not 
deter Langer's group from setting up the convention agenda with the 
governorship selection heading the list. After eight ballotings, Langer 
received the endorsement over Lemke-supported T. H. T h o r e s o n . 150 It was 
quite obvious to the convention observer that Langer's supporters were 
active on behalf of Langer's interests. Frank I. Temple noted:
I certainly was quite interested in the maneuvers which you 
made out at Bismarck in order to secure the nomination for 
Governor. You must have some members who know their stuff 
in order to have put this over.151
Thoreson registered no real disappointment with the candidates 
selected and felt that he could support the ticket. Nonetheless, he 
went on record as being
utterly disgusted with the way the convention was manipulated 
and handled and in particular with the attitude of a certain 
small group of people who have the past number of years had a 
spirit of rule or ruin.152
He felt that this group would cause the destruction of many men who have 
minds of their own and who will not be dictated to by this small group 
of unscrupulous politicians.
-'--’̂ Blackorby, Prairie Rebel, p. 177.
‘̂“’"'‘Letter of Frank I. Temple, Fargo, N.D., to Langer, March 22, 
1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 18, Political File, March 22,
1932 - March 26, 1932.
153Ibid.
1-^Letter of T. H. Thoreson, Grand Forks, N.D., to Mr. H. P.
Halverson, New Rockford, N.D., March 10, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22,
Folder 16, Political File, March 10, 1932 - March 16, 1932.
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The feelings against Langer's endorsement did not easily sub­
side. Thoreson's friends refused to support Langer because of the 
unfair tactics at Bismarck. They felt that his leadership would be one 
the progressive element could not follow or t r u s t . -*-54 It went so far 
that the Barnes and Grand Forks County delegates met to have Langer 
withdraw as League candidate and Moe to resign as the Progressive Repub­
lican representative. At the Barnes County meeting Langer walked in and 
told the same old story of "how honest he has been." When he was asked 
why the convention did not put up the Congressmen before the Governor, 
he stated simply: "I did not want Lemke on the same ticket as me."155 
Earlier Langer had boasted: "Bill Lemke and I are going to work 
together all right in this campaign."156 Then, he took out his pocket- 
book and was going to bet $10.00, later increased to $100.00, that Sena­
tor Nye was going to support him. Lars Seglem, Marion, North Dakota, 
repeated that Langer boldly stated: ", . .he was going to be elected 
governor, and he was going to fight to the last minute. "157 ^  "Antri-
Langer Club" was formed in Grand Forks County which declared the dele­
gates at the League convention voted against their own convictions. It
15^Grand Forks Herald, March 27, 1932, "Thoreson Urged To Run 
For Governor On Democrat's Ticket," p. 1.
155i,etter of Lars Seglem, Marion, N.D., to William Lemke, March 
27, 1932, in Lemke Papers, File 7 - 1926-1933; A 13 7/6 1932, Jan.-April.
156Letter of William Langer to Bert Morrison, Robinson, N.D., 
March 15, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 16, Political File, 
March 10, 1932 - March 16, 1932.
■*-57][,etter of Lars Seglem, Marion, N.D., to William Lemke, March 
27, 1932, in Lemke Papers, File 7 - 1926-1933; A 13 7/6 1932, Jan.-April.
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further reported that the convention did not represent the will of the 
majority— it was Langer's will.'*--’̂  A. J. Scott had noted that Thoreson 
was a poor sport "when he did not secure the endorsement, even so far 
as carry his grievance back to Grand Forks by insulting Mr. Nelson, one 
of your strong supporters."159
Langer's cause did not go without enthusiastic supporters.
Olaf Braatelien, writer of the National Nonpartisan League By-Laws for 
North Dakota Division in 1922, told Langer that the last couple of 
state elections had had Nonpartisan League candidates for governor who 
could not win because they were not political go-getters. Braatelien 
sensed that the political atmosphere and conditions were just right and 
any attacks, no doubt they would come, could be turned into a boomer­
ang. *-60 Sinkler, lawyer from Minot, was of the same opinion as
Braatelien. He surmised:
The people are turning to those from whom they may expect aid.
The ordinary farmer and laboring man are the ones who need 
help. If they are aided, then those above will also be helped.
Get busy, old man. Go to it and you will win.161
P. 0. Sathre wrote prophetically:
^-^Grand Forks Herald, April 16, 1932, "County Nonpartisans 
Rebel Against Party Selection Of Langer," pp. 1-2.
^^Letter of A. J. Scott (North Dakota-Montana Wheat Growers 
Association, Inc.), Grand Forks, N.D., to Langer, March 10, 1932, in 
Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 16, Political File, March 10, 1932 - 
March 16, 1932.
•^-^Letter of Olaf Braatelien, Crosby, N.D., to Langer, March 16, 
1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 16, Political File, March 10,
1932 - March 16, 1932.
-̂̂ ■̂ Letter of E. R. Sinklen, Minot, N.D., to Langer, March 5,
1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 15, Political File, March 1,
1932 - March 9, 1932.
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The fact that Lemke and yourself are now on the same ticket 
should span the political chasm, if there ever was one, and 
unite both forces in the coming campaign. 0. H. Olson's 
endorsement [Lieutenant-Governor1 also means a great deal for
harmony in the coming c a m p a i g n .3®2
Mrs. Jennie Ulsrud, writing under State of North Dakota Treasury Depart­
ment letterhead to Langer, helped to organize Langer-for-Governor clubs.
Maps of counties were secured; precinct captains were appointed; and a 
list of addresses, some 2,667 dealers: owners of grocery stores, cafes, 
drug stores, pool halls, newsstands, confectionaries, a few meat mar­
kets, and service stations was developed to be used as possible sites 
for publicity posters.^3 Around Finley, Langer, through P. 0. Sathre, 
attempted to have organized Nye-Langer Clubs. The plan Langer had in 
mind called for each member to pay fifty cents and a promise to provide 
them and their families a banquet later. "Fifty cents each ought to 
put on quite a nice feed," said Langer.164 xt was feit that such a 
club program would be adopted by other groups throughout the state.
•^2-Letter of P. 0. Sathre, Finley, N.D., to Langer, March 5, 
1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 15, Political File, March 1,
1932 - March 9, 1932.
163Letter of Mrs. Jennie Ulsrud, Mandan, N.D., to Langer, March 
21, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 17, Political File, March 17, 
1932 - March 21, 1932.
164Letter of William Langer to P. 0. Sathre, Finley, N.D., March
8, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 15, Political File, March 1,
1932 - March 9, 1932.
CHAPTER III
THE 1932 ELECTION RACE
The political battle lines were finally drawn for the June 
primary election. It found H. C. DePuy of Grafton as the Democrats 
nominee and three Republicans seeking the top spot on the November 
ballot. William Langer headed the Nonpartisan League, I. J. Moe car­
ried the Progressive Republican banner, and Frank Hyland was the hope 
of the I. V. A. faction.^ Langer's assessment of the Progressive 
group indicated that their strength was "very much exaggerated." He 
felt that except for "some votes in Barnes County and a few in Traill, 
it won't amount to much."^ A lawyer, J. K. Murray, surmised that the 
I. V. A. crowd, with candidate Frank Hyland, wrecked any chance they 
had of winning in June by not nominating a Norwegian. He wrote Langer 
suggesting: "Have these babies get busy, and line up the Norwegians
for the ticket.""^ Also, he noted that Hyland's nomination "closes 
their lips from using the religious racket against you. They dare
^Grand Forks Herald, May 15, 1932, "Political Battle Lines 
Drawn for June Primary," p. 2.
^Letter of William Langer to H. N. Rosvold, Minot, N. D.,
March 22, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 17, Political File, 
March 17, 1932-March 21, 1932.
^Letter of J. K. Murray, Mott, N. D., to Langer, April 8,




not u se it, because it would operate as a boomerang, and hit themselves
in the face.
The writing of personal letters appeared to be a very important 
device in Langer's campaign strategy. To a number of people he wrote:
"I have been endorsed for Governor. We have known each other for a 
long time. I should like your support - if you feel that you can con­
sistently support me personally."^ To another group he carried out an 
intensive correspondence effort to line up voter support. "I don't want 
to write to rabid Leaguers or rabid I. V. A.'s, but just give me those 
fellows who are in the twilight zone, and whom you think will support 
me if I write them a personal letter."^ Correspondence had also been 
mailed to key representatives in all the northwestern counties. The 
response was excellent when measured by the great number who attended 
a meeting in Minot. Langer optimistically declared: "I don't believe 
they can beat us, but I don't want to take any possible chances."^
The slim margin of 5,400 votes, which cost Langer the governorship in 
1920, had haunted him for twelve long years. To him it was a pure and 
simple mathematical number and not a hard core of intellectually com­
mitted dissident voters.
^Ibid.
^Letter of William Langer to C. B. Youngman, Wheatland, N. D., 
March 12, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 16, Political File, 
March 10, 1932-March 16, 1932.
^Letter of William Langer to Peter A. Winter, McCluskey, N. D., 
March 17, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 17, Political File, 
March 17, 1932-March 21, 1932.
^Letter of William Langer to Rev. H. Werth, Kulm, N. D., March
28, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 18, Political File, March 22,
1932-March 26, 1932.
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The responsibility of a publicity program for the Nonpartisan 
ticket was given to Sidney Papke, Grand Forks. John Nystul, chairman 
of the League executive committee, sought to obtain all progressive 
newspapers in the state to pledge themselves for two and a half months 
to pay twenty dollars a month for a publicity man to dig up material 
at the state capital and send the releases to all subscribing news­
papers.® Langer, in a move for party harmony and unity, sought and 
received Senator Nye's approval of Papke for the publicity respon­
sibility of the campaign.^
A struggle between the Progressive Republicans and the Non­
partisan League developed concerning which gubernatorial candidate 
had the support of Senator Nye. Nye had been endorsed by both fac­
tions for the senatorial position. It meant much to the new office 
seeker to have the support of the established popular politician. 
Langer showed deep respect for the political ability of Nye and 
coveted his support. "All the success he has had at this age com­
pels frank admiration and respect for his political judgment," Langer 
a d m i t t e d . T h e  Nonpartisan League headquarters released publicity 
which gave the impression that Senator Nye endorsed Langer. Quite *1
^Letter of John Nystul, Bismarck, N. D., to Mr. Ramsavage, 
editor of Center Republican, Center, N. D., April 11, 1932, in Langer 
Papers, Box 23, Folder 2, Political File, April 11, 1932-April 19, 
1932.
^Letter of William Langer to John Nystul, Fargo, N. D., April
11, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 23, Folder 2, Political File, April 11 
1932-April 19, 1932.
■^Letter of William Langer to Seth W. Richardson, assistant 
attorney general, Department of Justice, Washington, D. C., March 30, 
1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 19, Political File, March 27, 
1932-March 31, 1932.
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often the poster headlines indicated that Nye, Thoreson, and Langer 
were to appear on the same platform. Moe, the Progressive Republican, 
declared that Langer was resorting to all tricks to get the voters to 
believe that he definitely had the support of Senator Nye and Thore­
son. ̂  Naturally, Langer did not deny this. Furthermore, Moe con­
tended, Senator Nye had pledged to him he would not become involved
1 2in the gubernatorial race.
The hand of support had to be played, but the question of when
and to whom remained with Nye. His political future was also at stake
and to a point rested with the faction which would be able to win. If
he came out in support of Langer too soon, it could alienate those who
in a mild way supported the League ticket because they followed him
and hated Langer.^ Nye had reminded Langer that there is:
. . .  a lot of powerful feeling against you within our own 
ranks. My mail is too clearly such as to indicate this to 
be ignored and I have been kept busy writing letters the 
nature of which I hope would be helpful.-*-4
On the other hand, if Nye went with the Progressive Republicans and
Moe, a goodly number of dyed-in-the-wool Nonpartisan Leaguers would
be lost. The question persisted: which move would be the most
advantageous? This attitude of indecision caused concern on the part
of the political promoters. On June 21 Nye stated:
•^Fargo Forum, June 15, 1932, "Progressives Add To Woes of 
Nye's Senate Campaign," p. 1.
-^Fargo Forum, June 25, 1932, "Politics Nears Boiling Point 
With Primary Four Days Off," p. 10.
-*-% b i d . , p . 1.
■^Letter of G. P. Nye, Washington, D. C., to Langer, April 5, 
1932, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political File, Corre­
spondence with G. P. Nye, 1924-1928.
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On Wednesday or Thursday Frazier, Sinclair, and myself will 
join in a statement to be wired to Nystul which cannot be 
misunderstood even by the Fargo Forum relating to our 
unqualified support of Langer and every member of the 
ticket.
Four days before the primary election Nye had publicly declared that
his support rested with William Langer for governor. It was too late
16for cries of foul to be made by the Progressive Republican forces.
The repercussions of the endorsement by Nye would be suppressed in 
the rush of the last minute election activity. While Nye's endorse­
ment for the League ticket undoubtedly served some value in gaining 
votes, it was, by his own admission, a token gesture. The joy of 
victory now enabled him to write: "I am most sorry not to have been 
able to carry my share of the burden during the campaign, but shall 
make up for the lost time this fall."^ It was quite apparent who 
the victor would be in the fall election. The decisiveness of the 
Nonpartisan League success wrecked the Progressive Republicans as 
organized group and all but demolished the I. V. A. faction.
Langer looked outside the state for some help to promote his 
race for governorship. In correspondence with Robert A. Taft, Langer 
related that he had been endorsed for the office of governor by a 
combination of the Progressives and the Nonpartisans. Langer was a
l^Letter of G. P. Nye, Washington, D. C., to Ethel Mills, 
Bismarck, N. D., June 21, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, 
Political File, Correspondence with G. P. Nye, 1924-1928.
^ Fargo Forum, June 25, 1932, "Politics Nears Boiling Point 
With Primary Four Days Off," p. 1.
■^Letter of G. P. Nye, Washington, D. C., to Langer, July 6, 
1932, in Langer Papers, Box 21, Folder 18, Political File, Corre­
spondence with G. P. Nye, 1924-1928.
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bit dubious of Taft’s willingness to identify with the Progressive fac­
tion, but he pleaded: "I feel that it would be a tremendous pleasure
and indeed a valuable asset to have you give two or three speeches for 
me during the course of my campaign.
William Langer's campaign statements engendered hope for the 
economically hard pressed people of North Dakota. In a most convinc­
ing manner Langer promised a:
. . . job for every honest, hard working unemployed man - even 
if he had to take the big machines off the highway and hire 
men with pick and shovel; he planned to get rid of the horde 
of state inspectors; to cut one million off the biennial appro­
priations; hold an investigation of the light and power rates 
in Grand Forks [speech was made in Grand Forks]; call a halt 
to the practice of state officials hiring wives as employees 
in the department; and in passing he supported the establish­
ment of banks [State Bank program] - if the voters in each 
county wanted it.19
The latter item received less attention during the election campaign
because any talk related to the State Bank of North Dakota brought
noticeable reaction from the people. The old Nonpartisan League had
left a bad record of high financing in the state and Langer wisely
90neglected to push the issue before the voters.
Prior to the June primary election Langer worked at another
angle to buy political support in his race for governor. In a note
to Alex McKinnon he wrote inquisitively:
I am anxious to know if Maynor Bresnahan, the Major of Cas- 
selton, will give me his support. You know all about the
l^Letter of William Langer to Robert A. Taft, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
March 14, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 16, Political File, 
March 10, 1932-March 16, 1932.
Grand Forks Herald, June 3, 1932, "Langer Promises Aid For 
Jobless In Address Here," pp. 1-2.
•^Grand Forks Herald, June 6, 1932, editorial, p. 4.
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road fight and how hard I worked for it and if T am r  
will do all in my power to see that the head of the t t U h w ^  
Department, who will be my subordinate, puts the road thr Y h 
Casselton, Wheatland, Mapleton, and Buffalo.21
The primary election of 1932 held many surprises. it set the
pattern for elections of the future. It gave birth to a political
machine which operated in North Dakota for about a quarter of a cen­
tury.22 The general election of November was almost anticlimatic for 
the momentum obtained in the June election carried the Nonpartisan
ticket to a substantial victory. The final count in the June primary
showed Nye with 134,009 votes to 63,232 votes for George Shafer on the
Republican ticket. Langer secured 93,177 votes to Hyland's 68,226
23votes, and W. E. Black's 12,963 votes in the same column.
An assessment of what brought victory to William Langer came
from W. V. O'Connor shortly after the June voting. He claimed that
success came about because of Langer's
. . . splendid campaign of education, of exposure, the simple 
manner of showing things up, the eloquent way of holding the 
audience, and the denunciation of nepotism. It will take 
years to explain this victory. The people knew your record, 
they did not believe the things said against you and have 
now shown their faith in you as the outstanding Nonpartisan 
of the state.2^
O 1Letter of William Langer to Alex McKinnon, Casselton, N. D., 
March 14, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 16, Political File, 
March 10, 1932-March 16, 1932.
22A carboned paper "1932 March-April" to Mrs. Williams, Box 
22, Folder 19, Political File, March 27, 1932-March 31, 1932. Grand 
Forks Herald, June 30, 1964, "Bill Langer: Political Legend," p. 6.
22North Dakota, Secretary of State, Compilation of State and 
National Election Returns (Primary Election, June 30, 1932), 1914-1954.
“̂ Letter of W. V. O'Connor, no address, to Langer, July 1,
1932, in Langer Papers, Box 23, Folder 12, Political File, July 1,
1932-July 17, 1932.
83
The November struggle with H. C. DePuy, Democrat, had some early 
moments of doubt as to the outcome. The conservative populated corner 
of eastern North Dakota gave DePuy a slight margin at the outset, but 
on the day following, the rural western vote began to build up a lead 
for Langer. The final count gave Langer 134,231 votes, DePuy received 
109,863, and Independent Andrew Omholt garnered 691.25 A pattern of 
vote "see-saw" characterized the subsequent elections in which Langer 
participated— the final outcome being determined by the more slowly 
compiled western vote. The years of preparing and cultivating the 
political ground of the western counties began to pay off. The orga­
nizational efforts, the many personal contacts during the election 
years of 1920, 1928, and the months preceding the 1932 campaign 
enabled Langer to achieve his goals.
"We are all so glad that your ambition was realized. It seems
more like a dream, but no doubt seems very real to you," so wrote
9 6Langer's brother Frank Langer in a congratulatory note.
2%orth Dakota, Secretary of State, Compilation of State and 
National Election Returns (General Election, November 8, 1932), 1914- 
UW.  -
2^Letter of Frank Langer, Port Orchard, Washington, to Langer,
January 9, 1932, in Langer Papers, Box 22, Folder 1, Personal File,
Langer Family, 1921-1932.
2 9 8 3 6 0
CHAPTER IV
THE CONCLUSION
It may have been in a jestful manner that Langer wrote:
Personally I have no desire to be United States Senator. . . .
I would like nothing better than to be governor for a couple 
of terms and then go to the South Sea Islands or New Mexico 
and have a good riding horse and a nice ocean. The older I 
get the more I enjoy leisure. ̂
However, in the privacy of a room in the Northern Hotel in Grand Forks, 
Langer came closer to the truth of his ambitions when he told fifteen 
delegates of the Grand Forks Trade and Labor Assembly, in the early 
months of 1932, "The main ambition in my life is to introduce my 
family to the society in Washington, D. C."^ Such a statement seemed 
presumptuous for a person to make who did not have sure party endorse­
ment, but Langer never expressed inferior thoughts about his ability 
to achieve that which he set out to do.
Whether some men are born for the events of the time, or the 
events of the time are made for the man, can not be known. Nonethe­
less, when a bold, politically ambitious man is found alive in the 
moments of crisis for a state or nation, an inevitable result is the
■^Letter of William Langer to Dr. Ira. G. Nichols, Champaign, 
Illinois, n.d., in Langer Papers, Box 23, Folder 2, Political File, 
April 11, 1932-April 19, 1932.
oPersonal interview with Mr. John B. Kleven, former president, 
Grand Forks Trade and Labor Assembly, April 3, 1966.
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birth of a new leader and a program of a iprogram of a radical nature. The drouth,
grasshoppers, and the reflection upon worldwide conditions on every 
line of activity in the world, in the United States, and in North 
Dakota, created a state of feeling of which the sweeping results of 
the 1932 elections were the expression. The vote was a vote of pro­
test against things as they were, probably more than a pro-Langer 
vote, and that feeling was directed against whoever was immediately 
responsible for the government. In this case, Governor Shafer lacked 
the power to raise the price of wheat, or put the unemployed to work. 
Therefore, public opinion was against him. The situation was ripe 
for Langer.
William Langer built a political machine and he built it well.
He sensed the mood of the people and he catered to everyone in such a 
fashion as to make them feel dependent upon him. Apocryphal as many of 
the out-of-the ordinary things were, that he was credited with doing 
for a number of common people, they at least showed a human touch. His 
strength rested with the voter; therefore, he could afford to be ruth­
less with a political opponent whether in or out of the party. Langer's 
personal warfare with the powerful political and economic forces in the 
early days of North Dakota, e.g., railroad, interests, grain companies, 
banks, and power companies established him as the people’s champion 
because he led the struggle against the very things which economically 
opporessed them.
Langer, through his experiences in defeat and by an educated
observation of those who were politically successful, concluded that 
personal political goals could not be atained solely through the
efforts of another person or a committee. While individuals or small
groups have a definite role and serve a useful purpose in organizational 
work, their contributive value terminates at a certain point. Langer 
possessed an unusual ability to select those who had a talent in direct­
ing political organizational activities and carried the charismatic 
quality of personal acceptability among politically divergent individ­
uals and groups. Also, he could discern that fine line when the eager 
promoter had reached the optimum in contributive value to the person or 
party and became a detriment to the cause. The dismissal of such a per­
son came with a minimum of publicity and after calculated timing.
P. L. Aarhus, employed by Langer, well known to charter Nonpartisan 
League members, served out his usefulness in promoting the proposed 
daily newspaper and repairing the League machine. As Aarhus' work 
became more involved and dependent upon Langer for support, he con­
stantly sought financial help. Thus, the value of his continued work 
diminished and Langer dismissed him. The same story was true for 
H. N. Tucker. Tucker contacted Langer concerning possible interest 
and support of a new Progressive Republican group which sought to 
unite dissatisfied progressives into one effective organization.
Langer encouraged such a movement and tried early to have an influ­
ential voice in its activities. At this point, Langer received the 
advice to go slow in open identification with the new group, and as 
a result he permitted Tucker and his program to persuade what voters 
it possibly could in helping him realize fulfillment of his politi­
cal plans. When the work neared completion and Tucker grew increas­
ingly demanding upon Langer for financial support, the Law of
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Diminishing Returns suggested that further investment of time and money
would bring no more political gain. Langer withdrew his support and
identification with the group.
The key to Langer's spectacular rise from Morton County's 
States Attorney, to Attorney General, to Governor, and to United 
States Senator came about by a careful and thorough exploitation of 
that which appeared most expedient to William Langer.
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